





= 


ss 























se) 2 NYSP DSP DSF D 287 D 287 Or yor y yer y 
Ge us Pa RE te ee Sh vay soe. Ine. 


BD ED SE ae nh eae va Nese vse her hee) 
“A TR PR GA ey SiG TSS 


SS GA OR RA Si Sy iy 























The hear 
Remembe 


lhe Star 


lo Mary 











When Chry 
Re flecting 


uW Ire n hig 


{nnd Wise 





AF LATS 
~ Ke FAQ )E 





istimas candles 
rays of amber-flamion 
mien vith everent worship f 


ts of 


ring that other Holy Night 






h above a humble manger bed 


of Bethlehem shone crystal 





Ven by ats starry beam nere led 
the Child of Holy Light 





and 
































ci 















> 






























_ Vol. XXXV. DECEMBER, 1937 No. 12 “L 
~ Eg, a 
a on -~ s 
| i, ¥* " ce ’ 
4. ~ ¢ 
re ‘ - 
oe ce~ > <9) ¢ —_ 
BF Oo othe ot tt hoe oe SS So Se SS SSS 85 


[GRID D Biwi wi Di ai Di iwi DiGh iahanw 





Ee iee hee oy bese Dio? 


< ~~ 




















‘Qo: 
eedied iwi wiwiaina Pos pte 








Spear nae 


— 
a 














THE LAMP 


A CATHOLIC MONTHLY 


Published by the Society of the Atonement, Third Order Regular of Saint Francis, in the 
Interest of Church Unity and Missions 


EVERY SUBSCRIBER IS ASKED TO READ VERY CAREFULLY WHAT FOLLOWS 
FOR FUTURE GUIDANCE 

The Subscription Price of The Lamp is One Dollar per annum or twenty-five dollars for life. 

Single copies, twenty cents. Subscribers who do not receive the magazine regularly should at once 





inform us. 

Change of Address—Do not fail to notify The Lamp promptly, if at any time you Change 
Your Address. The postoffice will not forward magazines unless you pay extra postage. Be sure 
to give Old Address as well as the new. We must know your old address in order to find your 
stencil among one hundred thousand other stencils. This is most important. 

Dupli ate ( opies—W € beg to be notified in every instance where a Subscriber gets Iwo cop- 
ies while only subscribing for one. 

Remittances should be sent by postoffice or express money orders, drafts or registered letters 
to guarantee safe delivery. If you mail money orders to Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y., make them 
payable at Peekskill, N. Y., as our banking is done there and not in Garrison. Be very careful to 
state what the money you send is for; whether it is a Renewal, a New Subscription, or a Donation 
of some sort 

Office of Publicatton—The Graymoor Press, Peekskill, N. Y. 
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For Sion’s sake I will not hold my Peace, and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest until the 
Just ONE comes forth as BriGHTNESs, and her Saviour be lighted as a Lamp. —Isaias xu, 1. 
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The Memoirs of Lurana Mary Francis 


MOTHER FOUNDRESS OF THE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF THE ATONEMENT 


By E. U. Lex 


CHAPTER XXIX. 


THE APPARITION OF THE MADONNA AND CHILD 
AND WHAT HappeNeD THE NIGHT BEFORE. 


What we are about to relate by way of introduction 
to the appearance of the Blessed Virgin with the Christ 
-hild in her arms in the Convent Chapel of the Sisters 

the Atonement on Sunday, November 4th, has 
never before been published. Perhaps the “Powers 
of Darkness” had received somehow in advance an 
ntimation of what was going to happen in Graymoor's 

Portiuncula” and were spurred on by that foreknowl- 
edge to make the assault upon Mother Lurana and her 
Community, which I am about to record, not as one 
who has received it as a verbal tradition handed down 
cy the Community but as an actual eye-witness, who 
was present that night in the Chapel of St. Mary of 
the Angels when the demonstration of the evi! spirits 
ccurred. 

The Rev. Paul James Francis, S.A., officiated on 
All Saints’ Day, November 1, 1900, in the Convent 
Chapel of Our Lady of the Angels at the profession 
of Sr. Martha, S.A., and the clothing of a certain 
Postulant, who received the white veil and brown habit 
of a Novice and at her own request the name in religion 
. Sr. Mary Electa. In Chapter XXVI. Sr. Helen 
Maria Church, O.H.N., is mentioned as a_ visiting 
Sister at the Convent. Arriving at Graymoor the early 
of 1900, she brought with her a postulant from the 
whose Christian name was Caroline. As the 
‘me approached for her clothing, Mother Lurana ex- 
pressed to Father Paul her misgivings concerning 
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Caroline’s receiving the habit, not that she had in any 
overt way acted contrary to the Rule, but because she 
seemed incapable of saying “Mea culpa, mea culpa, 
mea maxima culpa.” In a word Mother Lurana, who 
was gifted with the discernment of spirits to an extra- 
ordinary degree, recognized in Caroline a spirit of 
pride. In coming to her final decision concerning 
Caroline's being clothed, Mother Lurana remarked: 
“Mother Etheldreda in London used to say, ‘If there is 
anything of the devil in a Postalant, it will surely 
manifest itself after she has once received the holy 
habit.’ And so it happened in the case of Caroline. 
Father Paul was much surprised when she asked him 
to be given at her clothing the name of Mary Electa, 
hich was the name of his own mother in the world. 
1e reason why Caroline chose this name, as she later 
on revealed, was because she was fully possessed with 
the idea that she had been elected by God to be the 
Mother of the Sisters of the Atonement and that 
Mother Lurana was a usurper, whose position she fain 
would have. 

It had been proposed to maintain a watch of per- 
petual adoration in the Convent Chapel, day and night, 
through the entire Octave of All Saints, which actually 
began on Thursday, November Ist. It was at mid- 
night on Saturday that Father Paul came over from 
the sacristy of St. John’s Church, which was being used 
at the time as the monastery of the Friars, to begin his 
hour’s watch. William Gallinger, son of Senator Gal- 
linger of New Hampshire, who was serving as a Postu- 
lant, has been appointed to keep the watch that night 
from eleven o'clock to twelve. When Father Paul en- 
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The Altar in the Convent Chapel with the Statue of Our Lady and Her Babe, Taken Some Time After the Apparition. 


tered the chapel he found William, the Postulant, 
prostrate upon his face at the entrance to the Sanctuary 
and he noticed how agitated he was as he retired from 
the Chapel to give place before the altar to his Superior. 


The next day William described his experiences 
during that memorable watch. He said that he first 
heard the crunching of the gravel under passing feet 
just outside the chapel and then presently it seemed 
to him, though he did not dare cast a look behind him, 
that a regiment of devils were pouring into the back 
of the chapel. He declared to Father Paul that if he 
had not come to his relief at the time he did he would 
have shrieked out under the nervous strain which had 
reached the breaking point. Father Paul had con- 
tinued his watch only a few minutes when he heard 
a disturbance in the Convent enclosure immediately 
above the chapel, where the Sisters at night occupied 
their cells. Someone was walking in the corridor, not 
quietly, but with stamping feet as though trying to 
make all the noise possible. Then an altercation be- 
tween raised voices was heard. 


THe Newry Proressep SisteR Mary ELEcTA 
WAS ON THE RAMPAGE. 


She had entered the cell of the Mother Foundress 
and when commanded to return to her own cell and 
not disturb the conventual silence she flounced down- 
stairs instead. 


Presently the door in the rear of the chapel was 
opened. Caroline appeared upon the scene in her night 
habit and white head dress, carrying a lighted candle 
in her hand. A moment later she knelt beside Father 
Paul at the Communion rail directly in front of the 
Altar. Glancing at her in amazement he beheld a Sa- 
tanic gleam in her eyes, and when she spoke he per- 
ceived the voice of a devil, and not of Caroline. “You 
have been doubting!”the accusing demon cried aloud, 
“You have been doubting! That is what you have been 
doing !”’ 


Sister Mary Electa could not possibly have known 
of the mental assault made upon the Father Founder 


the day previously when the tempting demon had 
sought to discourage him by subtle arguments, putting 
doubts in his mind concerning his vocation and the 
truths of the Catholic Religion. Very probably the 
demon that spoke through Caroline was the very one 
who had tempted Father Paul to discouragement and 
doubt the previous day. Then glancing up at the 
Monstrance exposed above the Tabernacle, with blaz- 
ing eyes of hatred and disgust Caroline, shaking her 
finger at the Monstrance, shouted aloud: “TAKE THAT 
THING DOWN!” 

Recognizing as by intuition that he was dealing, not 
with Sr. Mary Electa, but with a fiend, Father Paul 
answered quietly: “I will do no such thing at the 
dictation of a devil. In the Name of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ I command you to follow me!” And rising up 
without another word Caroline followed the Father 
Superior out of the chapel. Meantime Brother Paul, 
a professed Lay Brother, had entered the Chapel and 
taken the place of his Superior in the watch before 
the altar. 

Mother Lurana had followed Sr. Mary Electa down 
to the chapel and now she followed her into the little 
reception room of the Convent where Father Paul with 
the sign of the Cross made an act of exorcism and 
ordered the Novice to retire to her cell, which she 
meekly and quietly did. 

Then, returning to the chapel, where others of the 
little Community had by this time assembled, he 
noticed a lady guest, sitting in one of the choir stalls, 
quite close to the altar. She was in her nightdress, and, 
thinking such attire improper for such close proximity 
to the sanctuary, Father Paul approached her, intend- 
ing to ask her to retire to the room, which had been 
assigned to her, when he saw the same fiendish gleam 
in her eyes that he had witnessed in the gaze of 5. 
Mary Electa. He had given the lady a rosary, which 
she now cast from her with a gesture of scorn and con- 
tempt. Recognizing that he was dealing, not with flesh 
and blood, but with wicked spirits, in the Sacred Name 
of Christ the Lord he commanded her to leave the 
chapel at once and retire to her room. Without any 
protest she did so. Presently monastic quiet was ' 





And 
At 


oher 





muni 





)parition, 


‘mon had 
is, putting 
1 and the 
bably the 
very one 
‘ment and 
ip at the 
with blaz- 
aking her 
AKE THAT 


saling, not 
ither Paul 
ig at the 
rd Jesus 
rising up 
ne Father 
ther Paui, 
hapel and 
ch before 


ecta down 
» the little 
Paul with 
rcism and 
which she 


ers of the 
nbled, he 
10ir stalls, 
dress, and, 
proximity 
er, intend- 
had been 
lish gleam 
aze of Sr. 
ary, which 
n and con- 
with flesh 
‘red Name 
leave the 
ithout any 
et was re- 


% UT OMNES UNUM SINT Do 355 


established in the Convent and calling Mother Lurana 
for a moment into the Sacristy, Father Paul said: 


‘THE DEVIL HAS HAD HIS INNINGS TONIGHT. 
LorD WILL HAVE His ON THE MORROW.” 


Our 


And so it came to pass. 

At the Conventual Mass Sunday morning the atmos- 
phere of the Chapel was tense with suppressed excite- 
ment. Sister Mary Electa, very quiet and religiously 
observant, sat in the place assigned to her in the choir, 
also the lady guest who had acted so unbecomirgly the 

No one was prepared for the dramatic 
scene enacted by the lady visitor, when she came 
forward from her place and knelt close to the Com- 


presence of the congregation. 
brant at the altar 
she said: “Father, 
I want to confess 
in your presence 
and in the pres- 
ence of the Sis- 
te; that last 
it I was in hell 
tried to drag 
whole Com- 
lity down with 


Addressing the Cele- 


Later in the 
y she explained 
Father Paul 
experience 
that memorable 
night. Some time 
previously, the 
sraymoor Friar 
had conducted a 
Mission in Elmira. 
This lady had 
come to him 
greatly troubled, 
believing that she 
had cancer of the 
breast. He had 
invited her to 
come to Graymoor, where, after due preparation, she 
might be anointed. Her period of preparation had 
been completed. On that very Sunday the anointing 
was to take place. Waking up that same Saturday 
night she declared that what appeared to be a huge 
mastiff dog was standing by her bed and with open 
mouth was clutching at her throat. It was then the 
devil must have entered into her, but now there was 
no longer any maniacal gleam in her eyes. She was 
entirely herself and in a most devout and spiritual 
frame of mind. 


Arter Makinc Her Conression SHE Was ANOINTED. 


Returning home to Elmira on Monday, she wrote to 
the Father Founder some time later that she not only 
believed herself to be healed of the cancer, but that 
her eyesight had become normal and she did not need 
to wear glasses any longer. 


; In the afternoon at four o'clock Vespers were sung 
in the Convent Chapel, followed by Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament—or what the Friars and Sisters 
believed to be such—for at that time they had not 
entered the Fold of Peter. Father Paul was assisted 
at the altar by young John Hastings, a boy of ten, 
wearing a red cassock and a white surplice. Benedic- 
tion being ended, and returning to the Sacristy, the 
Father Superior noticed the agitation of the altar boy. 
He was shaking from head to foot with profound emo- 
tion and sobbing as though his heart would break. 
Remembering that the previous day John complained 
of a tooth ache Father Paul now said to him: “Why, 
John, your tooth must be aching again!” John replied: 
“No, Father, it is not that!” “Why, then, John do you 
cry?” “Oh, Father,” he exclaimed, “I saw a beau- 
tiful Lady above the altar on the Gospel side and she 
held a child in 
her arms.” That 
was what he said 
and nothing more. 

Sending for the 
Mother Found- 
ress, Father Paul 
related to her the 
incident. Mother 
Lurana then called 
John, who was 
the brother of the 
Senior Novice, 
Sister Margaret, 
aside and he re- 
peated to her, but 
more in detail, 
the vision he had 
seen of the Ma- 
donna and Child. 
William Gallin- 
ger, the Postulant, 
went some days 
later to New York 
and selected a 
Munich statue, 
which seemed 
most nearly to 
represent the ap- 
parition of Our Lady of the Atonement and the Christ 
Child, as described to him by John Hastings. This 
statue was placed in the niche, which it still occupies 
after thirty seven years in the Convent Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Angels. 

(To be continued) 


Che Franciscan Friars and 
Sisters of the Atonement ex- 
tend to their Benefactors and 
Cooperators every best tuish 
for a Holv, Happy Christmas 


and a Prosperous Netu Uear. 


EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR MOTHER LURANA'S 
INTERCESSION 


\.. Baisdale. C. B.. Nova Scotia 
“The Lamp” 


gratitude for a very 


Enclosed is a sub- 


iption to for a year. Please publish in your 


little magazine my special favor ob- 


tained through the intercession of Mother Lurana and Our 
| Atonement. I 


and promised a year's subscription if my request 


Ladv of the offered my prayers for this 


intention 


were granted, and within a few days my prayers were 


answered 








The Crucifixion of the Catholic Church in Spain 


Epitor’s Note: M. Paul Claudel, the great French 
writer and one of the leaders of the French Catholic 
intelligentsia who have been defending the Valencia 
regime in Spain, has changed his attitude in favor of 
the Nationalists, and wrote the following article in the 
Paris Daily “Figaro” on the recent letter of the Span- 
ish Hierarchy. 


The Spanish Church has recently addressed a col- 
lective letter to the Catholic Hierarchy throughout the 
world. The letter, which bears the signature of two 
Cardinals and the majority of the Spanish Episcopate, 
sets forth the true nature of the events which have 
taken place in the peninsula during the past year, but 
which, distorted and misinterpreted by the greater part 
of the Catholic Press, leave the mind of the ordinary 
man still clouded and uncertain. Drawn up with 
restraint, and based on irrefutable facts, this docu- 
ment offers the most authentic picture not alone of the 
past year of civil war, but also of the five ycars of 
unrest which preceded it. We must only hope that 
the French Hierarchy to whom it is addressed, and the 
Catholic Press of our country, will afford it the great- 
est possible publicity. 

The Letter begins by destroying a number of com- 
mon and erroneous prejudices. The Church and her 


Religious Orders did not own a large part of the 
national territory; the property they did possess was 
insignificant in extent, and even of this they were de- 


prived by the Revolution of 1931. Moreover, it is 
false to say that the Church opposed the Republic. 
On the contrary, she had made a solemn declaration 
of her support, and it is impossible to point to a single 
act of hostility on her part. It is equally untrue to 
identify her interests with those of the conservative 
party, or lay at her door the abuses committed by them. 
Catalonia, where social work was most highly 
developed, and which had experienced the keenest and 
most intelligent efforts of Catholic Action, witnessed 
the worst outbreaks of violence and cruelty on the 
part of the revolutionaries. The Church has been 
further accused of possessing full knowledge of the 
military conspiracy of July. But her accusers have 
never thought it necessary to explain why, in such a 
hypothesis, she took so few precautions, and literally 
offered herself, a bound victim, to those against her- 
self. Finally, it is untrue that the Spanish people 
taken as a whole, were animated by a savage hatred 
of Priests and religion. In regard to this, the Letter 
cites an interesting fact: of the revolutionaries executed 
throughout Spanish territory, less than 2 per cent. in 
Majorca, less than 20 per cent. in the South, and less 
than 10 per cent. in the North, refused the aid of reli- 
gion in their last moments. 

The intolerable situation which in 1936 brought 
about the civico-militarist rising of the majority of 
the country, was the logical outcome of the Revolution 
of 1931. The character of this revolution both in its 
Origins and development, can be ascribed to three 
closely-allied causes. It was due in the first place to 
the incapacity of the politicians. The lack of moral 


and intellectual stamina, and the complete disregard 
of conscience and justice which characterized the men 
who assumed control of the country on the fall of the 
monarchy, led to the inevitable result. Anarchy 
produced anarchy. Their authority was disputed and 
defied, and a Government which had become unworthy 
to command ceased to be obeyed. It was due, in the 
second place, to the methodic and organized influence 
of the Soviet Republic. On this point the Letter only 
confirms what was already generally known, and is 
now beyond doubt. Finally, the character of the 
Revolution can be traced to the power of the anarchist 
party which controlled the majority of the Trade 
Unions, and could thus count as its adherents on a 
large proportion of the Spanish working class. The 
Spaniard is by nature an individualist, and while he 
may remain unaffected by the abstract theories of 
doctrinaire communism, he will easily understand and 
rally to the revolutionary cry of “Neither God nor 
master”. Even today it is this party, pledged to a 
policy of sheer destruction, which forms the most ac- 
tive constituent in the organized rabble which since 
July, 1936, has taken the place of a Government. 

When finally the military insurrection achieved the 
overthrow of a Government which had already ceased 
to be one in all but name, all these contributory sources 
of anarchy united in a flood of the most appalling 
violence and destruction. 

The Spanish Revolution which attained its fruition 
in 1936 cannot be understood by assimilating it to the 
attempt at social reconstruction in Russia. It was the 
substitution of one social order for another; it was 
essentially destructive in aim, and that aim was 
directed primarily against the Church. Taine has 
spoken of spontaneous anarchy. Here there is a ques- 
tion of organized anarchy. It is inconceivable that 
without definite orders and mature organization, all 
churches in the Red territory, without exception should 
be burnt down, every religious object diligently sought 
out and destroyed, and the vast majority of the priests, 
religious and nuns hunted like wild beasts and mas- 
sacred with unspeakable refinements of cruelty. “No 
war,” declares the Letter, ‘“‘no barbarian invasion, no 
social revolution in any age has caused equal ruin in 
Spain. It is true that to achieve this, means have been 
employed which were availed of in no time. The ter- 
rible enterprise of extermination, aimed chiefly against 
the things of God, has at its disposal a clever and 
skilled organization, and has placed the most modern 
and efficient means of destruction in the hands of 
every criminal.” 

But it is necessary to stress the fact that this devasta- 
tion was in reality only the work of a strong-minded 
and fanatical minority. The rest must be laid to the 
count of that unchained brute, that gorilla of whom 
Taine speaks, which slumbers in every man, and 
which, once freed from the bonds of social restra 
grows mad in the fumes of blood and fire, and in hi 
madness knows no longer what he does. 

In face of this unbridled savagery which became 

(Continued on page 358) 
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The Crusade For More Fruitful Preaching 


By Mariett G, BENzIGER 


Whenever the human race was in trouble God with 
infinite love and understanding has had compassion 
on the weakness of His earthly children. When 
overwhelmed with persecution, slavery and trials 
God has never forsaken them. We have but to 
study the Old Testament. There indeed the loveli- 
ness of God’s fatherhood is revealed. This is the 
same God who guided Abraham, Moses and David as 
well as others. When calamities were overwhelming 
and it became evident that His children were about 
to be wiped off the face of the earth God came to 
their rescue and placed in their midst men who be- 
ame His Ambassadors. These Ambassadors were 
the Prophets who scanned the portents. They were 
the ones who wrestled with God in prayer, imploring 
that the Father be merciful. These Prophets were the 
mouthpiece of God whose scathing denunciation of 
those who had offended God brought them to repent- 
ance and whose message of hope brought confidence 
into despairing lives. These God-appointed preachers 
often led the armies of men to victory, when cenerals 
and military tactics failed. 

God’s most gracious gift to humanity was His Only 
Begotten Son. Jesus Christ might have chosen 
another method of approach to His mission as Saviour 
of men. As King of the Universe He might have set 
up an Empire of earthly grandeur, far surpassing that 
of King Solomon, instead, He preferred thirty years of 
solitude and retirement. He associated Himself with 
the common people, chiefly the very poor, from whose 
ranks He chose for the most part His disciples and 
companions, the future Apostles of His Church. 

Christ, Himself, became the first Master of the 
Christian School of Oratory destined to draw within 
the Church millions of immortal souls. 


CHRIST CHOSE THE PULPIT AS A MEANS OF 
APPROACH UNTO His OWN. 


It was by word of mouth that He brought healing 
grace into troubled souls, penetrated hardened hearts. 
When His mission was fulfilled and His hour to depart 
into Heaven had come, He commanded that His 
Apostles and Disciples “go into the whole world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

Preaching has throughout the centuries been one of 
the most forceful weapons Holy Mother Church has 
had to use against the Enemy. Preaching has suc- 

fully combatted heresy. Preaching has offset 
liabolical attempts to uproot the Church. When war, 
persecution and trials have beset the Church God has 
invariably heard the prayers of His people and He has 
brought to the front divinely inspired men who by 
t preaching have renewed the face of the earth. 

ese Preachers form a glorious litany as we review 
their names, who by their words brought new life and 
nope to a dying cause, and honor and glory to God and 
to man. ‘ 
; They hail from every quarter of the globe, no sacri- 
fice too great or too costly for the cause they had em- 


braced. Their field of action unbounded areas which 
no horizon could limit, no demarkation line their goal. 
By their words these Preachers sowed fruitful seeds 
bringing to God regenerated souls, who often followed 
in poverty and suffering and even death these emis- 
saries of Christ. And so we like to think of: 

\ Dominic, that fiery Spaniard who founded the Order 
of Friar Preachers 

I he } ne lish 


Germans 


peace-bringer whose zeal converted the 
and made the name of Boniface revered and loved 
throughout the ages 
Eloquent Ambrose of 
the Arians 

ul of an Augustine of Hippo 


Francis de 


Milan who touched the heart of 


ind heretics, whose greatest conquest was the 


Scholarly Sales facing the enemy in Geneva 
nd Franee 


dict whose shining light on Monte Cassino preached 


a troubled world 
the German from Cologne, founder of the 
seatane 
Little 


Poverello of Assisi, who tramped the Umbrian 


Italian market 
or and sick and 


When heresy 


was there to cc 


places, preaching love to the 


uns an 


drew such throngs unto the Church 


sneaked into 


universities Ignatius of Loyola 
trained his fol- 


With his 


nnect a Francis Borgia entrusted in delicate 


mbat it from within and he 


lowers to become the vanguard of the Church 

Order we ce 

by Popes, and the burning zeal of a Francis 

of tongues brought the Far East to 

m Bosco who never refused to preach no 

w often or how poor the parish, who gathered 
him as a father the children of Northern Italy 

anti-clericals scotfed at religion God gave special 

s to the simt soul of a Cure d’Ars, wl as a country 

priest had all France on its knees And in our own 


id Pere Lamy, who though related to Empress 


losephine lived the life of a humble peasant and became 


thre parish priest of the rag pickers 


A year ago the press stated that some non-Catholic 
declared it was time to impose a moratorium on preach- 
ing. Father Gillis, the Paulist, wrote a scholarly 
defense for the pulpit. While in New Jersey, a valiant 
Christian Mother wrote an article pleading that the 
Catholic Priests of America, “keep spirituality on the 
altar.” That instead of “a stop to preaching’’—a 
revival be started, A ReEFoRM oF SACRED ELOQUENCE. 
She told how today “the devil is preaching in the press, 
schools, theatres, assembly halls, public places—that 


instead of silence 
Now, Now 1s THE TIME FOR THE CATHOLICS 


TO PREACH, 


and to preach more eloquently than ever before. In 
an age when “no one knows which way to turn and 
whom to believe, that teaching is necessary from the 


That people who suffer and bear thei: heavy 


pulpit. 
want to hear about heaven and eternal 


burdens 
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happiness. It was this Mother 
in New Jersey who asked if 
amongst the clergy and laymen 
and laywomen there could not 
be started a Reform of Sacred 
Eloquence. Her plea has been 
heard, for in a few months 
over 20,000 religious have 
promised to pray for this great 


the earth.” 





“We see today, what was never before 
seen in history, the Satanical banners of 
war against God and against religion 
brazenly unfurled to the winds in the pas 
midst of all peoples and in all parts of in it. 


—His Holiness, Pope Pius XI. 


“The Pastor voted the idea a 
good one and it now has been 
put into effect. 

“We pass the idea along to 
pastors who may be interested 
Indeed, the idea may ap- 
peal as one worthy of adoption 
in parishes in which there are 
more than four Masses. Two 








Crusade For More Fruitful 

Preaching. Seven of the Orders 

of the Church have already sent their representatives 
to the meetings held in the heart of Manhattan where 
laity and clergy gather. A prayer which has received 
the Imprimatur of Cardinal Hayes and which all recite 
daily asks “Jesus, King of all hearts, to open the 
fountains of His Mercy ...so that through the 
hearts and tongues of His representatives on earth, 
the Priests . . . the Spirit of Fiery Tongues will take 
the Crusade into His own Hands.” 





TOO MUCH PREACHING? 


Under the above caption, the Editor of the Catholic 
Herald Citizen of Milwaukee, writes in part as follows: 
“A group of lay people in New York has been formed 
to ask for more preaching by the clergy and a more 
active interest in the teaching of the Church by the 
laity. 

“Reaction to the trend toward a minimum of instruc- 
tion at the Sunday Mass was bound to set in. The laity, 
surrounded as they are by many more attacks on faith 
and morality than in times past, feel that they must 
be better equipped to withstand them. Rightly they 
turn to the Priests and ask for more instruction. The 
crusade aims not only at more preaching; it also asks 
for a more active interest in the teaching of the Church 
on the part of the laity.” 


A SUGGESTION FOR PREACHING 


In his brilliant and militant weekly, The Baltimore 
Catholic Review, the Editor, Monsignor Albert E. 
Smith, writes: 

“We were interested in one of Father Gillis’ Sursum 
Corda editorials in The Review recently. It dealt with 
‘Preaching’. 

“We read it a few hours after we had returned from 
a city in Pennsylvania where we had the pleasure of 
dining with a pastor and his two assistants. The pastor 
and his assistants form a congenial trio and constitute 
a happy priestly household. Pastor and assistants ex- 
change ideas. The Pastor welcomes suggestions. 

“Four Masses are celebrated at the church on Sun- 
days. Not long ago the two assistants suggested to 
the Pastor a new program of preaching. ‘Why not,’ 
they asked in effect, ‘have each of us take turns in 
preaching at all the Sunday Masses for consecutive 
Sundays? Have the same priest preach the same ser- 
mon at all four Masses on the Sundays assigned him. 
Thus each of us will have weeks in which to prepare 
the series of sermons. We shall have time to prepare 
them well, time to condense them, make them to the 
point, polish them and make them appealing to the 
people. We shall guard against rambling.’ 


priests per Sunday may divide 
the sermons between them.” 





THE CRUCIFIXION OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH IN SPAIN 
(Continued from page 356) 


steadily worse after the fateful, and undoubtedly 
falsified, elections of February, 1936, a reaction set in, 
and there is no cause or astonishment that the army, 
the only body in Spain which still retained its sanity 
and integrity, should have taken the initiative, fol- 
lowed immediately by the majority of the nation. The 
Letter justifies this vigorous decision with theological 
arguments fully as sound as those of M. Jacques Mari- 
tain. “The nature of human affairs, and the Order of 
Divine Providence is such that war, although one of 
the most terrible scourges of humanity, is sometimes 
the heroic, indeed, the only remedy by which all things 
may be led back to the order of justice and peace. It is 
for this reason that the Church, daughter as she is of 
the Prince of Peace, blesses the emblems of war, and 
has raised the Military Orders of the Church and organ- 
ized Crusades against the enemies of the Faith.” 

While thus justifying the origins of the insurrection, 
the Letter, on the other hand, protests energetically 
against the attempts often repeated—and unfortu- 
nately never more often than by certain Catholics—to 
equate the occasional abuses which have been com- 
mitted by the troops of Franco with the systematic 
extermination which has been the constant policy of 
the anarchists. 

Finally, the Letter inveighs against the extravagant 
projects of mediation which have been put forward by 
some unbalanced theorists, as if there could be any 
ground of compromise with men whose principles are 
the very negation of the moral and social order, and 
are aimed directly at the disruption of state and coun- 
try. “The communist,” states Pope Pius XI., in a 
recent Encyclical, “is essentially perverse, and those 
who aim at saving Christian civilization cannot be per- 
mitted to collaborate with him on any ground.” And 
from this principle the Spanish Bishops draw their 
conclusion: “At the moment, only the triumph of the 
National movement can offer any hope of regaining 
for Spain the reign of justice and peace. This indeed 
is truer today than at the beginning of the war, for 
the opposing regime, despite the best efforts of those 
in control, can offer no prospect of political or social 
stability.” 

In conclusion, I can only counsel those who seek the 
truth to read this remarkable document of which I have 
given but an inadequate summary. Catholics have 4 
duty of solidarity. May they follow the magnificent 
example of the American Catholics during the Mexican 
persecutions. 





visi 
Fri: 
Fri 
dre 
ag 
wh 
Ne: 


sho 
the 


ous 
ing 
Ye 


e idea a 
as been 


ilong to 
terested 
may ap- 
idoption 
lere are 
3. Two 
1 divide 
em.” 


ubtedly 
1 set in, 
e army, 
3 sanity 
ve, fol- 
on. The 
ological 
‘s Mari- 
Mrder of 
one of 
netimes 
1 things 
ce. It is 
ne is of 
yar, and 
1 organ- 
7 Rag 

rection, 
retically 
unfortu- 
lics—to 
“ com- 
stematic 
olicy of 


avagant 
ward by 
be any 
ples are 
ler, and 
\d coun- 
ee 
d those 
be per- 
” And 
w their 
1 of the 
sgaining 
; indeed 
war, for 
»f those 
r social 


seek the 
1 I have 
have a 
mnificent 
Mexican 


Theresa Neumann of Konnersreuth 


CHAPTER XIV. 


KoNNERSREUTH IN THE YEAR 1936 


Desirous of securing the last 
word concerning Theresa Neumann 
and Konnersreuth, we have com- 
municated recently with Friedrich 
Ritter von Lama, the Chronicler 
par excellence of the German 
Mystic and Stigmatist. We have 
been made very happy by the 
response of Herr von Lama to our 
request. He has sent us the text 
in part of his Annals of Theresa 
Neumann for the last year, 1936. 
It is from the German text we are 
transcribing the contents of this 
Chapter; translated for us by Father 
Gregory Feige, D.D. 


Herr Von Lama writes: 

“One particular thing I wish to 
emphasize in order to set all doubts 
in the minds of my Readers at rest: 
the year 1936 has brought no change 
in the Divine activities in Konners- 
reuth. Everything has progressed 
normally and there is not the 
slightest cause for doubt cr sus- 
picion. 

Above all, as in former years, 
the ecstasies of the Passion have 
continued every Friday. 

“During Lent a great rush of 
visitors came, the number on one 
Friday estimated at 500 people; on 
Friday, March 20th, about one hun- 
dred visitors. The effect is usually 
a great interior emotion in all those 
who come out of the home of the 
Neumanns on such forenoons. 

“This time the wounds on the 
shoulder as well as the wounds of 
the scourging were especially 
Noticeable. The wounds from the 
crown of thorns were also visible, 
Not as points, but rather as pointed 
wounds, 

“All during Lent Theresa Neu- 
mann had to stay in bed because 
she suffered from one illness after 
another. Twice she contracted 
Pneumonia, then dropsy and also 
inflammation of the mastoids. The 
result of this suffering was that she 
could not rest or recuperate from 
one Friday to the next, as previ- 
ously, and thus the Friday suffer- 
Ings were greater than ever before. 
Yet Our Divine Saviour gave her 


always the necessary strength to 
bear the sufferings.* 

“It may be noted that before 
Lent Theresa visited her own 
Bishop, Dr. Buchberger, in Regens- 
burg (Ratisbon), who gave her 
permission to have Holy Mass cele- 
brated on Passion Sunday in her 
room at a beautiful and specially 
donated altar. The Bishops who 
visited her also enjoyed this 
privilege. 

“A few details on Friday in 
Passion Week witnessed by about 
200 visitors; the ecstasy of the 
Passion ended as usual at 1 P. M. 
and in the subsequent state of rap- 
ture Theresa recounted the smallest 
details of her vision, for example, 
the piercing stroke of the lance: 
‘The man pushed the lance in here 
(pointing to the lowest rib on the 
right side), and pierced all the way 
through to the other side, so that 
it made a lump on the other side.’ 
The words were spoken in dialect. 
Among the visitors there was a 
twelve year old girl who was born 
blind; she hoped to be cured. 
During the ecstasy of the Passion 
Theresa took the child, Eltraut L—., 
close to her, looked at her affec- 
tionately and said: “Our Saviour 
loves you, you are a good girl, 
just a few more short years and 
you will be permitted to see the 
Saviour.’ Radiantly happy the 
child on her return journey re- 
peated: ‘I do not want to see. I 
shall see the Saviour.’ To the by- 
standers Theresa had said: ‘The 
child will obtain a special glory in 
heaven for offering up her vision 
on earth.’ 

“The climax, as usual, was again 
Good Friday. The Pastor, Father 
Naber, who for years has been ac- 
customed to witness the sufferings 
of this Friday, was shocked this 
time when he saw Theresa covered 
all over with blood. She moved 
like a worm this time.” 

Herr von Lama here makes a 
digression, inserting into his nar- 
rative the relation by a young man 
of his conversion through visiting 
en ee Titel "en to seme oO 
health. During Eastertide she is exempt from the 


Passion sufferings. We shall remember her merry 
laugh always. 


Konnersreuth and being present on 
Good Friday at the bedside of 
Theresa Neumann. 


THe YounGc MAN Writes: 


For thirteen years I had taken no 
interest in my Church or Religion, for 
sixteen years I had not gone to Confes- 
sion. I looked upon the Church of 
Christ as a “business” by means of 
which money was taken out of the 
pockets of the people, and this atti- 
tude I 
began to talk religion to me or in my 


defended whenever anybody 
presence. 

In addition I was a man moved by 
and subject to all kinds of vices. These 
more and more 
that, humanly 
speaking, there was no hope that I 
Added 


to this I found a position in Protestant 


vices separated me 


from my Church, so 


would ever find my way back 
conscience was 


In 1930 I lost my 
place, due to the depression, but I did 


surroundings and my 
put to sleep entirely 


not wish to live on the dole, and there- 
fore I took up work. 
Through this I 


agricultural 
again came into a 
Catholic environment in the neighbor- 
hood of Mainz. The year of 1933 saw 
the first beginnings of my return to 
the Church Following a sudden 
a journey to see the 
Coat of 
From that time on my con- 


impulse I made 
Sacred Coat in Treves, the 
Christ 
science troubled me and the period 
from my visit to Treves until Good 
Friday, 1936, in Konnersreuth was for 
me a period of martyrdom; I frequently 
suffered so much that for many nights 
I could not sleep 

In the fall of 1935 I found the Kon- 
nersreuth Year Book of 1931. (Von 
Lama's Publication). Thereupon I sent 
for all of the other Year Books that 
I could get. These books and Kon- 
nersreuth, itself, appeared to me like 
I said to myself, “If only all 
this were true, what books 
relate!” I found no rest until I had 
visited Konnersreuth and seen Theresa 
Neumann My how- 
ever, was tried very severely. Three 
times I wrote to the Episcopal Chan- 


salvation 
these 


perseverance, 


cery in Regensburg and only after the 
third application did I receive permis- 
sion for the visit. A new obstacle, 
however, appeared. The permit read 
that I had permission to visit Theresa 
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Neumann, provided 
1 


the parents 1 


consentec 
to it. I thought that I 
needed an additional 
paper of permission 


from Theresa's par- 
ents I sent the 
Bish« p's letter of per 
mission to the Pastor, 
Fr. Naber, and waited 
expectantly 
the final 


Konnersreuth. I 


to receive 
permission 
from 
waited for a week, for 
and four 


two, three 


weeks, but no answer 
came. Finally I decided 
to go to Konnersreuth 
further 
On Palm Sunday 
at five o'clock 
I started on my bicycle 


without delay 


morning 


for Konnersreuth, 330 
kilometres 20) 
Until 
Konnersreuth I 
full of 


miles 
away close to 
was 
enthusiasm, but the closer I 
came the more did I feel repelled and 
when finally I Konnersreuth I 


myself for 


sighted 


felt angry at having been 
so stupid and come such a long distance 
(for I felt all of it 


lies), whatever these 


could only be 
Kon 


money 


sure 
books about 
said, it 


nersreuth was all a 


making scheme. Such were my thoughts 
had to 


idea to 


when I first saw the village I 
hard against the 
back at 


required a great deal of 
this 


struggle very 


turn around and go once; it 
effort not to 
translate into action 


Holy 


evening 


idea 


Tuesday in 


Week at 


that I 
and [ had the 


It was on 
six o'clock in the 
reached Konnersreuth 
fortune to find a good 
Wednesday morning I 


Father Naber and 


good room to 
lodge in. On 
went at once to see 
to inquire about my 
Pastor looked in vain for my 
He could not find it. He 
with the that if 


it, the 


permit, but the 
paper 
consoled me 
statement had 
permission for the visit, he 


would soon find it out In the after 


noon T walked around the neighborhood 
Village 
This 


otten 


and also visited a few times the 


Church, but I could not pray 
Thursday \s 


pray my 


was repeated on 
as I 


distracted by 


tried to thoughts were 
Then I 


arternoon 


secular things 


Holy 


a neighboring village 


ided on Thursday 
to visit 
THE NEXT MORNING I WAS PRESENT 
AT THE Goop FRIDAY CEREMONIES 
IN THE PARISH CHURCH OF 
KONNERSREUTH. 


What astonished me was 


this, that 


The Village of Konnersreuth. 


these simple people really prayed with 


their hearts. It was not just welter 


of words which I had listened to 


frequently in other churches Here 


they recited slowly, word for word 


The Preacher began his sermon with 


the words: “Two men go with Jesus 


to Calvary, two criminals who knew 


why they had deserved to die on the 


cross. Two human beings surrounded 


by the love of the 
Him, 


differently did they react to 


same grace and 


Saviour went alone with but, 


ilas, how 
the same love of the 


grace and 


Saviour!” ike the blows of a sword 
these words fell on my 
With my left hand I pressed the 
hand. I 
in order to conceal my greet 


With 


fought back my tears 


conscience 
wrist 
of my right ground my teeth 
inner 
emotion effort I 


As soon as the 


extreme 


service was over I left the Church 
aited for all the 


Blessed 


holy 


worshippers to 


Sacrament was 
sepulchre and 
of the Church the 
agam and 


Marv, Mother of God 


sinners now 


again 


and at. the 
As soon as all 
the Church 
back door and 
took a qu 


thre 
tl 


and 


and 
Only 


praying. I 


choir 


lonely spot two or e men 


were there entered a pew 


ind abandoned myself to my thoughts 


looked 


remembered 


and emotions. My thoughts 


over my whole life I 


everything, even those things which I 


Arrow in center of picture 
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indicates home of the Neumann family. 


had believed completely forgotten. M 


head was burning, my temples han 


mered, despair and hope struggled 


within me, changing places continu 


In this condition I fought with 
half 


the invocation reached niy ears 


ously 


myself for an hour and a 
tainly 
“Have mercy on us!” The litany 
the holy 


the depths of my heart I joined in 


sepulchre had begun. Fr 
it’ “Have mercy on us!” I 

In the 
sadness 


praved 


with real supplication midst 


the litany a great sudder 


came over me. I began to sob. I had 
to ery and I cried like a child 

After twenty or thirty minutes I was 
now betweet 
Theresa Neu 


experiencing at 


in this stage It was 
half 


just 


eleven and past 


mann was now 


suffering with the Saviour the Cru 
fxion. I became somewhat caliner 
could now pray with greater devot 
My watch told me that it was li: 
eleven, and if I wished to see ° 
Neumann I 


Good Friday is reserved to the pe 


of Konnersreuth to 


would now have t 


visit Theresa 
had to w 
house of t 
Konnersre 

Theresa in her ecstas 
At last my 
1ow their permit to v 
asked me. I 


to enter the 


therefore, we strangers 
outside the door of the 
itil all the 


seen 


turn ¢ 


was allows 
house without be 

Later on I was told ever 
had bet 


visit 


questioned 
and 
at every 


order 
looked 
very carefully as they came down tr 


thing was in 


cleared up. I 
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Many had 
urs in their eyes and others looked 


Theresa Neumann’s room. 


wn in deep thought. I saw no one 
not come down with a deeply 


appearance. 





IT WAS MY TURN TO 
ENTER THE ROOM, 


We were about five women and two 
men As soon as the women 
» Theresa Neumann they uttered a 
horror. She was just visioning 
taking down of the body of Jesus 
the Cross. Theresa sat up straight 

r bed: her hands were stretched 

t front: in this position she now 


ked to the right, now to the left, as 


1W bserving something with great 

At the same time her eves 

re losed by the blood so that she 
Id see nothing The head was 
red with a white cloth \ white 

ghtcoat covered the upper part of 


dy. This person indeed presented 
earance of misery. I stood about 

e, at the most four, yards away 
er bed and observed everything 
irefully, whatever went on. The 
Pastor, Father Naber, explained to us 
rheresa was now seeing Jesus 
taken down from the Cross 
he eves across her cheeks was 
hed a ribbon of blood, two or 


ree entimetres wide, extending 

her white blouse and caused by 
r bloody tears The blouse was 
tally covered with red blood stains 
ody evidence of the scourging 


. r blood stains I could detect on 





th on her head; there th y were 
1 by the wounds of the crown of 
Besides 


I could see a large blood stain on 


orns and the bloody sweat 





shoulder over the heart. The 
ls of the hands looked to me from 
i distance as if they had been wide 





en. From the hand wounds extended 
vide streak of blood across the fore 


rm up to the elbow, soiling the sleeves 
the blouse. The face shone in a 
cllowish white color and the blood did 
t cause a nauseating sensation within 
On the contrary the longer I 

ked at it the more quieting the ef 


was on me. We were not allowed 
emain more than five, at the most 


‘ht minutes, with Theresa | ecause 





visitors waited in front of the 
ts who were also to be admitted 
ler Naber asked us to leave the 
mM again. 


Once more I looked ap- 
valingly at Theresa and spoke in my 


mind the wish: “Please, Theresa, ask 


ur Lord not to let me leave Konners- 
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GOD’S PROMISES 





God hath not promised 
Skies ever blue, 

Flower-strewn pathways 
Always for you. 


God hath not promised 
Sun without rain, 
Peace without sorrow, 


Joy without pain. 


But God hath promised 
Strength from above, 
Unfailing sympathy, 
Undying love. 
—Selected. 











reuth until I have made a good Ger 
eral Confession hen I left this room 


ot suffering 





On rea the ili quare and 
market place I asked 1 It what 
was I to do now 1 ce ed leave 
for home It was a beautifui nny 
afternoon, ideal weat vele back 

mnie wall I ha ri nthe 
request which I had addressed t 
Theresa when I stood before her. This 
request now found literal fulfillment. I 
hastened to the house where I lodged 
in order to prepare and oil my bicyele 
lo my surprise I noticed that the 





pedal brake did not tunction any 
The brake lamaged At once | 
took off the rear wheel 


the bicvele dealer to buy a new part 


Was ¢ 





to replace the damaged one. | bought 
the new part, but in spite of all my 


efforts I was not able 





and had to bring 
the mechanic’ to have it fixed by him 
In the meantime the hour had advanced 
to halfpast four and while packing my 
suitcase I thought w far can I travel 
today with my_ bicycle It seemed 
hardly worth the effort to start out so 
late in the afternoon and I decided 
Konnersreuth until 


Again I went to 


finally to remait 
the next morning 
Church to thank God tor having 
allowed me to witness what I had se 


that day in Konnersreuth 


Acain I WENT UP TO THE CHOIR 
IN ORDER TO BE ALONE. 


I had prayed for about a half hour 





when I felt wit 
make a General Confession. This urge 
became so strong that I felt as though 
an infernal machine was inside of me 
any moment. If 
then ! 


ask him 





threatening to ex] ¢ 
I could only throw it out befor 
I went at once to the Pastor t 


to hear my ( mnfession and give me 


a 361 


absolution I told my request to the 


housekeeper, who informed me that the 
Pastor was very tired and exhausted 
from the excitement of Good Friday 
lf I insisted he would of course come 
to hear my confession, but 1 should 
first try to go to the other priest in 
the house I went at once to him. He 
was just saving his Office but listened 
courteously He added, 
Good 


Friday should be heard only in cases 


to mie very 
however, that Confessions on 
of extreme necessity I looked down 

despair for | knew that if I did not 
make my confession now in Konners 
reuth | would put it off indefinitely and 
4 voice seemed to jeer at me “Now 
that vou want to go to confession, you 
cannot even do so.” Sadly disappointed 
I asked the Priest once more if he 
could not make an exception in_ this 
cast Within myself I thought, if he 
knew how 1 


tate of my soul, he would certamly 


iserable and woeful the 


refuse me, but awain I was told that 


THIS CAUSED ME TO BREAK DOWN 
SUDDENLY AND CRY, FOR ALL MY 
INNER STRENGTH WAS GONE, 

When the Priest saw this he invited 
me to come in and at the foot of a 
irge statue of the Sacred Heart I made 
my confession. As if freed from a ter- 
rible load I breathed deeply and when 
I had finished an interior happiness 


filled my heart, a happiness which I 


had not known for so long through 

ul Now at last I realized 
Catholics possess in our 
When my 


confession was finished the priest asked 


Church and our Priests 


me what I thought about the sermon 
that morning on Good Friday. Truth- 
fully I had to tell him that [ thought 
the sermon had been written exclu 
sively for me Thus I took my leave 


ifter having expressed my sincere 


th 


iks to the priest for the great hap 





piness that he had given back to me 
But tl 


Neumann 
fountain of God, but mankind 


e interceding power was % heresa 


Indeed, Konnersreuth is a 





from it too little I feel sorry 
for those poor people who thirk that 
Konnersreuth is a swindle or a fake. I 





their blindness and invite them to 
re ind be convinced by a visit to the 
place itself. Go and ask for help You 
will not ask in vain, if vou do it with 


an honest intention and a good dis 
position I K 


(To be continued) 
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The Apostolic Brief of Pope Benedict XV., on the 
Church Unity Octave 


FOR A PERPETUAL REMEMBRANCE 


In every age it has been the concern of the Roman 
Pontiffs, Our Predecessors, and likewise it concerns 
us very much, that Christians who have unfortunately 
withdrawn from the Catholic Religion should at length 
be recalled to it as to a forsaken Mother. For in the 
Unity of Faith the foremost characteristic of the 
Truth of the Church shines forth, and it is thus that the 
Apostle Paul exhorts the Ephesians to preserve the 
unity of spirit in the bond of peace, by proclaiming 
that “there is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism” (v-5). 
With a glad mind, therefore, we have heard from the 
Society which is called ‘‘of the Atonement,” establishea 
in New York, that prayers have been proposed to be 
recited from the Feast of the Chair of Blessed Peter 
at Rome to the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, 
_ in order that this aim of Unity might be obtained from 
the Lord and at the same time we rejoiced that these 
prayers, Blessed by Pope Pius the Tenth, of recent 
memory, and approved by the Bishops of America, 
have been circulated far and wide through the United 
States. And so, in order that the prayers above men- 
tioned may be offered to God everywhere and with 
abundant fruit of souls and thus the desired end may 
be easily attained, we, having also consulted our 
Venerable Brethren the Cardinal Inquisitors General 
of the Holy Roman Church, mercifully grant and 
bestow in the Lord a Plenary Indulgence and remission 
of all their sins to each and all the Faithful of Christ 
of either sex in the whole world, who from the 18th 
day of the month of January, the Festival of the Chair 
of Blessed Peter at Rome, until the 25th day of the 
same month, on which the Conversion of St. Paul is 
commemorated, shall recite every year once a day the 


psayers which are subjoined and on the last day of this 
Octave, truly penitent and confessed and refreshed 
with Holy Communion, shall visit any Church or public 
Oratory and there say these prayers to God for the 
concord of Christian Rulers, the extirpation of heresies, 
the conversion of sinners and for the exaltation of our 
Holy Mother the Church. Moreover, we also grant per- 
mission in virtue of which confession may be made and 
Holy Communion received, and the visit be made in 
order to gain the aforesaid Plenary Indulgence, on the 
Feast of the Chair of Blessed Peter in Rome. Further- 
more, to these same Faithful, who, with at least a 
contrite heart, say on any of the eight days named 
these same prayers, we grant an indulgence of two 
hundred days from the penances imposed upon them 
or owing by them in any other way, according to the 
usual form of the Church. We mercifully grant in the 
Lord that all these indulgences, remissions of sins, and 
relaxations of penances may be applied in behalf of the 
souls of the Faithful of Christ detained in Purgatory. 
This present Letter will be in force forever, anything 
to the contrary notwithstanding. The prayers, how- 
ever, which are to be recited for the Unity of the 
Church during the Octave, we have ordained, as above, 
are to be as follows and lest any changes might creep 
into them, we have decreed that a copy of them is to 
be kept in the Archives of the Apostolic Briefs. 


Given at St. Peter's, 
Dt. eS. Soy rie 


Rome, under the 
a howhs Spbus 


Seal of the Fisher- 
man, the 25th day 
of February, 1916, 
the second of Our 
Pontificate. 
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THE CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


Note: A Plenary Indulgence has been granted by 
the Holy Father to every one of the Faithful who on 
the First or Last day of the Octave shall receive Holy 
Communion under the usual conditions. The Octave 
extends from the Feast of St. Peter’s Chair, January 
18th to the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul 
January 25th. 


’ 


To BE RECITED DAILY DURING THE OCTAVE 


Antiphon. That they all may be One, as Thou, 
Father, in Me and I in Thee; that they also may be 
one in Us; that the world may believe that Thou hast 
sent Me.—St. John xvii:21. 

V. I say unto thee, that thou art Peter; 

R. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


PRAYER 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who saidst unto Thine Apostles: 
Peace I leave with you, My Peace I give unto you; 
regard not our sins, but the faith of Thy Church, and 
grant unto her that peace and unity which are agree- 
able to Thy will, Who livest and reignest God forever 
and ever. Amen. 

Lord Jesus, most gracious Saviour of the world, we 
humbly beg of Thee by Thy most Sacred Heart, that 
all the sheep now wandering astray may be converted 
to Thee, the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls; Who 
livest and reignest through all eternity. Amen. 

Indulgence of 300 days. (Pius X. October 26, 1905.) 

N. B. It is also recommended that at least one 
decade of the Rosary be said for the particular inten- 
tion of each day; also that Holy Communion be re- 
ceived as often as possible during the Octave, daily 
if possible, certainly on the Sunday within the Octave. 


THE Daity INTENTIONS 


Jan. 18. Feast of St. Peter's Chair at Rome. Tne 
return of all the “other sheep” to the one Fold of 
Peter, the One Shepherd. 

Jan. 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to 
Communion with the Apostolic See. 

_ Jan. 20. The submission of Anglicans to the author- 
ity of the Vicar of Christ. 

Jan. 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protes- 
tants of Continental Europe may find their way “Back 
to Holy Church.” 

Jan. 22. That Christians in America may become 
one in communion with the Chair of St. Peter. 

Jan. 23. The return to the Sacraments of all lapsed 
Catholics, 

Jan. 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

Jan. 25. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul. The 
Missionary conquest of the world for Christ. 


Ut Omnes Unum SINT 
Epitor’s Note: Folders with the Form of Prayer as 
approved by Pope Benedict for use during the Church 
Unity Octave may be obtained from the Franciscan 
Friars of the Atonement, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 
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OUR NON-CATHOLIC BRETHREN AND THE 
CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE 


; Our non-Catholic brethren in the Anglican Church 
in England have issued a call for the observance of the 
Church Unity Octave next month. From The Mes- 
senger, the little quarterly publication of the CaTHOLIc 
LEAGUE, we quote in part: 

“We urge all our members in good time to prepare 
for a good and enthusiastic observance of the coming 
Octave, January 18th to 25th. The effect of world-wide 
prayer is seen in the world-wide interest in the prob- 
lems of Reunion in the increasing recognition of the 
evils of the present state and in the longing for Unity. 

“Dangers of compromising the Faith and Order of 
the Church through such disloyal schemes as those of 
South India and Finland: dangers arising through 
ignorance or impatience are obvious. But it the more 
behooves Catholics to pray study and work the more 
intensely for the attainment of the true Unity of the 
Kingdom, the oneness of faith and order guaranteed 
by communion with the Apostolic See.” 

The CHurcH Unity Octave CounciL, an organiza- 
tion similar to the CaTHoLic LEaGuE mentioned above, 
has also issued a folder from which we take the fol- 
lowing instructive paragraphs — instructive because 
they set forth clearly the sincere purpose of our 
non-Catholic friends in seeking by prayer to achieve 
that True Unity which Christ, Himself, prayed for. 
We quote: 

“The Octave from January 18th, the Feast of St. 
Peter’s Chair at Rome, to January 25th, the Feast of 
the Conversion of St. Paul, the Apostle of the Nations, 
has now been observed for many years as a time of 
special prayer for the visible unity of the Church. 
From small beginnings, the observance has gradually 
spread until the Octave is now kept by millions of 
Christians within both the Anglican and Roman Com- 
munions. 

“It is easy enough to persuade some Christians to 
pray for the Reunion of Christendom in a vague and 
somewhat unintelligent manner. But the Council has 
always set its face against vagueness, and has sought 
to set before Christians a definite goal, not fearing to 
face the difficulties and to state clearly the situation 
and the positions that must be attained before that 
goal can be reached. 

“The Council therefore appeals to parish priests in 
particular to give their support to its work, by them- 
selves observing the Octave of Prayer and by placing 
it prominently before the people; and in so doing to 
cooperate in the achievement of the ideal which Our 
Blessed Lord expressed in His last prayer. 

“The object of the Council is thus primarily to 
promote this special week of prayer and constant inter- 
cession for Corporate Reunion with the Holy See: and 
secondly, to awaken the minds of the members of our 
Communion to the fact that Catholic Unity is essential 
to the well-being of our Church, our Nation and the 
world; and further, that they may learn to approach the 
difficulties which have to be overcome in a spirit of 
charity and humility, with minds freed from age-long 
prejudices, and consecrated to the fulfilment of the 
Divine Purpose for the salvation of the world. 
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While taking her Doctorate in 
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f America, Sister Mary 

ira, a Sister of St Joseph, 
Constitutions of the forty- 

States as her subject This 
tated the reading oi thou- 

of Supreme Court decisions, 

i result, she has produced 

f the most important studies 
nade on the U. S. Constitution, 

ter three years’ special study at 
Washington The late Senator 
of Montana, who edited the 

2100 page work, said that it “would 
a need of the law schools,” 

e Professor Frankfurter, of 
larvard, gives higher praise. still 
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ensive commentary on the Con- 


titution existed. 


A congregation of religious deaf- 
ites, known as the Little Sisters 
Our Lady of the Seven Dolors, 
has observed its golden jubilee at 
Montreal This congregation is a 
foundation of the Sisters of Providence 
n Montreal 


A group of Spanish priests in the 

eses of New York, Brooklyn, New 
irk and Philadelphia have organized 
e Spiritual Union of Spanish Priests 

the United States. Principal pur- 
poses of the Union, according to its 
urman, the Rev. Ramon Junca of 
New York City, are “prayer and good 
tks, to beg with greater fervor and 
tensity that God may save Spain from 
¢ irreligious and atheistical enemies 
who are attacking it.” Central offices 
i the Union are at 329 West 108th 
Street, New York City 
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\ssumption of the Blessed Virgin in 
ltimore, has been made a Minor 

Basilica by His Holiness Pope Pius XI 
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The Entrance Ga & Chapel . 


Prinknash Priory, Gloucestershire, England, the home of the Benedictine 
community who as a body entered the Catholic Church on Caldey Island in 
1913, has been raised to the status of an Abbey. The decision to confer 
abbatial rank on Prinknash was reached at the recent General Chapter of the 


Cassinese Congregation of Primitive Observance of the Benedictines at Subiaco. 





outbreak of the Bolshevist: revolution 
in Russia in 1917, three of the most 
precious relics of the Knights of Malta 

a large fragment of the True Cross, 
the hand of St. John the Baptist and 
a picture of the Blessed Virgin said to 
have been painted by St. Luke the 
Evangelist—now repose in a_ secret 
place in the Orthodox Cathedral in 


Relgrade, Jugoslavia 


The first National Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Canada will open on June 30 
1938 with an open air Pontifical Mass 
on the famous Plains of Abraham. It 
was on this field that the destiny of 
Canada was decided when Wolfe 
defeated Montcalm, and it is also on 
this site that there stands a unique 
nonument to the memory of the op- 
posing generals indicative of the 
spirit with which French and English 
speaking peoples ot Canada now live 


under the same flag 
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Nationalist 


imprisoned by the 
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the same parish, was an 
ardent Irish and was once 
British Government 
for his activities in the Land League 
movement 

Noted for his philanthropies and ac- 
Catholic 
charitable affairs throughout New York 
State, Francis P. Garvan died at his 
home in New York City on November 
7th. In recognition of his able work 
in the field of science, Fordham, Yale, 
Trinity and Notre Dame had awarded 
honorary degrees to Mr. Garvan. The 


tivities in educational and 
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The Facade of the Great Rheims Cathedral. 
On October 18th the world-famous Catholic Cathedral at Rheims was sol- 
emnly consecrated. Extraordinary as it may seem, a careful examination of 
documents shows that the illustrious Cathedral, in its long history, dating 


back to 1212 A. D., had never before been consecrated. 


It is chiefly due to 


the munificence of the American millionaire, John D. Rockefeller, Jr., that 


this great edifice of Catholic worship has been restored from the ravages 
of the war. 
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He urged the labor leaders, seeking 
government recognition of their unions, 
o purge their ranks of Communists 
who, he said, occupied “high positions” 
in some unions. 

“Communists,” he said, “are slipping 
into your bodies and their influence is 
not in the nature of providing the co- 
operation the government would like. 


Clean out your organizations of under- 





mining Communist influences which 
would lead vou to ruin.” 

“T have said before,” he continued, 
“and today I repeat that the Provincial 
Government recognizes bona fida labor 
organizations without favoritism.” But 
he warned against subversive teachings 
and told them to rid themselves of such 
preachers 


The Most Rev. Duane G. Hunt was 
fifth | 
lake on October 28th in the ¢ 
ot the Salt Lake Cits 
Utah, the church where he worshipped 


consecrated the sishop of Salt 
‘athedral 


Madeleine at 


as a layman, was ordained to the priest 
hood, offered his first Mass and labored 
Among those in attend 
ance was Rey. H. M. Shea, pastor ot 
St. Matthew's Church, Chicago, who 
had received the new Bishop into the 
Catholic Church when the latter was a 


as a priest 


student at the University of Chicago in 
1913. Bishop Hunt is the twelfth con 
vert to the Catholic Church to be 
elevated to episcopal dignity 
United Also present at the 
consecration ceremonies was the father 
of the new prelate, Mr. A. D. Hunt 
who, at the age of 81 years, is still 
vigorous and active and, though not 
Catholic himself, has watched th 
understandable pride the religious 
career of his son. 


States. 
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The continued good weather on Sundays for the past 
month still brings many friends to Graymoor. We 
have had several small pilgrimages from New York 
and New Jersey. On November 7th a group belong- 
ing to the Arnold Classical Society of Manhattan Col- 
lege, under the direction of Bro. Alban, F.S.C., came 
to visit Graymoor. After dinner they played foot- 
ball with our students. We hope this is the beginning 
of very friendly relations between Graymoor and Man- 
hattan College. 

November second, Election 

Day, and the Commemoration 
of All Souls, was selected as 
the day for the annual Pil- 
grimage from Graymoor to 
Waterbury to pray at the 
grave of Bro. Philip, T.S.A., 
the Perfect Observer of the 
tule of the Union-That-Noth- 
ing-Be-Lost. The party con- 
sisted of the Very Rev. Father 
General, S.A., the Father 
Vicar, S.A., Fr. Bernard, S.A., 
and Bro, Mark, S.A. As usual 
the party was entertained by 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Maher. 
Mr. Maher is the nephew of 
John Reid. At the grave of 
Bro. Philip the Father Gen- 
eral prayed especially for the 
well-being of the Union-That- 
Nothing-Be-Lost and that the 
day would be hastened when 
a House of our Institute would 
be established on the Reid- 
ville Farm where stands the 
old Reid homestead in which 
was said the first Mass cele- 
brated in Waterbury. 


It is with regret that we an- 
Nounce the death of the first 
of the Tertiary women who 
live in St. Elizabeth’s Hostel, 
Mrs. Veal. The Novices of : 
St. Joseph’s Novitiate rendered the Gregorian Chant 
at her funeral on November 10th. 


A large entertainment was held Thanksgiving Eve 
in New York for the benefit of St. John’s College, under 
the direction of Mr. Thomas Dolan. The affair was 
well attended. We wish to thank everyone who helped 
us for their kindness and interest in our Society. Card 
Parties sponsored by our friends help us meet the 


A Statue of St. Francis in a bower of nature's 

handiwork atop our holy Mountain, ts a source of 

inspiration to emulate his virtues of humility and 
sanctity. 


Q 


ety of the Aton 


expenses of the education of the seventy-five 
men studying for the 


young 
Priesthood at Graymocr. 

Preparations are now being made for the great feast 
of Christmas. The Students and the Novices are 
picking laurel and pine branches to make wreaths and 
streamers to decorate the chapels and buildings on the 
Mountain. 

King Football still reigns in St. John’s College. For 
the past month the Students 
have been playing intermural 
games, partly for the fun of it 
and partly to prepare them- 
selves for the annual clash 
between St. John’s and the 
Novitiate. Although THE 
Lamp will be on the press be- 
fore the game is played, we 
believe that it is possible to 
predict that the students will 
defeat their former class- 
mates, the Novices. Earlier 
in the season the Novices 
played the Alumni, the Fa- 
thers and Brothers residing at 
Graymoor. Although the 
Alumni were rather heavy and 
somewhat short of breath, 
they managed to defeat the 
Novices by a score of 6-0. 


On the evening before 
Thanksgiving Day the Rev- 
erend Mother General, Monica 
Francis, S.A., returned to 
Graymoor after an absence of 
several weeks. Accompanied 
by Sr. Anna Marie, S.A., the 
Novice Mistress, she went out 
to Vancouver to make a visita- 
tion of the two houses of the 
Sisters of the Atonement in 
British Columbia, the one in 
Vancouver, the other on Lulu 
Island, near the city, where 
reside some two thousand Japanese fishermen. Both 
these houses are devoted exclusively to the Japanese. 
Her purpose in going at this time was to be present at 
the dedication of St. Paul’s Church, the Parish Church 
of the Japanese Catholics in Vancouver. As far as we 
know this is the first National Japanese Parish in North 
America, it being erected as such by His Grace, Arch- 
bishop Duke. It was on Sunday, November 7th, that 
His Grace, the Archbishop, officiated at the dedication 
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of the lovely church. a picture of which we hope to 
have for publication in the January Lamp. It was 
erected mainly through the indefatigable labors of 
Fr. Benedict Quigley, S.A., who two years ago spent 
his summer at the Mother House, Graymoor, preach- 
ing in many churches and collecting funds which have 
resulted in the building of the new church. Fr. Bene- 
dict sang the Mass at the dedication and preached the 
sermon both in Japanese and in English, which was 
followed by an address of congratulation from the 
Archbishop. The church was crowded by a concourse 
of worshippers, half of whom at least were Japanese. 

The Mother General found the Mission for the Jap- 
anese on Lulu Island in a flourishing condition. This 
Missicn is in charge of Fr. Robert O'Farrell, S.A., ably 
assisted by the Sisters of the Atonement. 


On the way back to Graymoor the Mother General 
also visited the two Mission Houses of the Sisters at 
Edmonton, Alberta, and at Smoky Lake. Fr. Lawrence 
Grusella, S.A., is in charge of this Mission and is very 
enthusiastic about the work. He and the Sisters labor 
principally among the Ukrainians, Russians and Poles. 
Winter had already set in when the Mother General 
was at Smoky Lake and the snow lay deep upon the 
ground. It did not, however, prevent her from going 
many miles to visit Skaro, a Polish Mission, where the 
Pastor is very desirous of having a House of the Sis- 
ters established. 


On Sunday afternoon, November 21st, Sr. Eucharia, 
S.A., Superior of the Sisters of the Atonement Mission 
House, St. Luke’s Parish, Schenectady, brought down 
in automobiles a group of young girls, who gave a play 
in St. Mary’s Hall, Graymoor, those present filling it to 
capacity. The play was named “The Three Pegs”. The 
young ladies acted their parts most acceptably to an 
appreciative audience. 





STUDENTS’ BREAD 
October proved another good month for Students’ 
Bread, mainly through a contribution of one thousand 
dollars from the Members of our Missionary Associa- 
tion, the Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, who are now 
contributing to a Fund in honor of the 25th Anniversary 
of the Union’s establishment as a Catholic Missionary 

Society. 
Previously Reported: $9,442.55. Mr. and Mrs. F. S., Conn., 
OL... N.Y. &: i. ©. Ke, Col. SO; A. F. 5, 
, Conn., $30; H. M. D., Cal, $1; M. H. } 

, $1.87; Z. W., Cal. $3; J. B.. Conn., $1; 
GM. ¥. 3: % 3 V. D., Ga. $5; 
McD., N. Y., $2; 3 M. A. D.. N. Y., 
- U. ; Anonymot ; Estates of Julia 
Chadwick, $200; 


1937 


Received during 


October, $1,493.92. Grand Total, $10,936.47. 





INVOCATION OF POPE PIUS X. AND 
CARDINAL MERRY DEL VAL 


Sometime ago we recommended our Readers to in- 
voke Pope Pius X. if it was healing of some physical 
ailment they sought. It is well-known that this holy 
Pontiff healed many by his prayers while still in the 
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flesh. Lights are burning always and flowers loaded 
down upon the tomb of Pope Pius—outward and physi- 
cal evidence of the great devotion that people mani- 
fest towards him. Sometime ago we received a number 
of pictures of Pope Pius X. and Cardinal Merry del 
Val, which we have been distributing and mailing out 
in our letters. One of those who contributes very 
frequently to the Burses mentioned in a letter how 
she was suffering from her feet and we sent to her the 
holy card just mentioned. Under date of November 
lst she writes us as follows: “I was quite impressed 
about what you wrote concerning praying for the heal- 
ing of my feet. Then I saw that you had sent me two 
beautiful prayers for the beatification of Pope Pius 
and Cardinal Merry del Val and I resolved I would 
immediately say those prayers and continue them 
every day. Dear Reverend Father, I cannot thank 
you enough for sending them because the healing was 
almost instantaneous. You will be very hanpy to 
know that this is the first time in eighteen years that 
I can walk without enduring unbearable and very often 
excruciating pains. In fact my feet are almost normal 
again and it is a pleasure to walk. I am so grateful 
to Our Divine Savior that I repeat at every step: ‘I 
thank Thee, My God and My Savior.’ Perhaps I may 
be one of those whom Our Savior has chosen in the 
Beatification and Canonization of Pope Pius X. and 
Cardinal Merry del Val. When I walk to Church in 
the mornings to receive Holy Communion I can hardly 
realize that I am the same person that used to suffer 
so intensely. My gratitude is beyond words.” 





GRAYMOOR BURSES 


What nobler charity could there be or more pleasing 
to Our Lord than that of providing for the education 
of poor young men for the Catholic Priesthood. Will 
not our Readers take a special interest in our l/ncom- 


pleted Burses mentioned below> What you contribute 
to any of the Burses is immediately invested and the 
income helps at once to provide food, lodging and 
education for one of our Graymoor Students. It does 
not lie wrapped up in a napkin until a full Burse is 
completed. 


(1) John Reid (Bro 
Total, $4,277.35 
Patrick: M. E. B., N. J., 28c. Total, $4,247.15 

(3) All Saints: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $4.50; M. E. B., N. J., 
l5e. Total, $3,779.10. 

(4) Mother Lurana, No. 2: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal. 

Pp. J. S., B. 1, Si: Mes. A. W., St: Mi 

; Mrs. W. K., N. Y., St; M. E. B. N. J. & 
; i. CC. oH, tom, 8: 2 A SG, BT Be 
E. H., Ky., $1; Mrs. M. K., N. Y., 

>» Kans., $1; Mrs. M. M., Ill, 25¢; Mrs 
; Mrs. J. M., Mass., $1; Mrs. J. P., Ind. 

Total, $3,543.00. 
Anthony, No. 3: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., 50c F. A. S., 
Vt, $i; M. BBN. 3 OK. BL Sis BJ. Be 
Ill., $1. Total, $2,975.50. 

(6) Sacred Heart, No. 3: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., $2; T. J. I. 
N. Y., $1; M. M., L. L, $1; M. B. C,, Pa., 15e. Total, $2,888.25. 

(7) Our Lady of the Atonement: Mrs. C. L. O., Cal., Sic: 

(Continued on next page) 


Philip) No. 2: C. M. B., N. 


(2) St 


(5) St 
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GRAYMOOR BURSES 


Shelter and food and a friendly hand await this Brother Christopher 
as he nears the portals of our St. Christopher’s Inn at Graymoor. Here, 





pleasing through the donations of kind hearted friends, we are able to give welcome 
lucation and hospitality to over a hundred unemployed men who, buffetted by the 
q. Will winds of adversity in the struggle for existence seek and find at St. Chris- 
( ncom- topher’s that resurgence of hope and faith in human kind so tenderly 
ntribute expressed by the Hoosier poet, the late James Whitcomb Riley: 

and the 

nrg and 

It does When a man ain't got a cent, an he’s feeling kind o° blue, 


urse is An’ the clouds hang dark an’ heavy an’ won't let the sunshine through, unds 
It’s a great thing, O my brethren, for a fellow just to lay 
His hand upon your shoulder in a friendly sort o’ way. 


; 5 2 

It makes a man feel curious; it makes the teardrop start. 
54,247.15 An’ you sort o’ feel a flutter in the region of your heart. 
B., Be Jay You can’t look up and meet his eyes, you don’t know what to say 

When his hand is on. your shoulder in a friendly sort 0’ way. 
al., 5 
1; Mrs ; O, the world’s a curious compound, with its honey an’ its gall, 
J., 654 With its care and bitter crosses; but a good world, after all, 
Y., $1; An’ a good God must have made it—least-ways that's what I say 
_N.Y,, When a hand rests on my shoulder in a friendly sort 0’ way. 
c; Mr 
P., Ind 

We ask our Readers and their friends to remember in their Christmas 
PALS, gift-making our poor Brothers Christopher. Put your hand, in a friendly Tri 
1. J. i, sort of way, as it were, on the shoulder of a less fortunate fellow-being, $47.50 

by making a little donation to the Inn as an investment in human happi- (41) St. John Bosco: $2035 (42) 

t..3.45 ness. Address: The Reverend Director, St. Christopher’s Inn, Graymoor, Mother Seton: $15 (43) Holy Face 
52,888.25. Garrison, N. Y. $10.10. (44) Deceased Religious : $10.10 
al. 5 45) Church Unity: $3.10. (46) Wor 


cester, Mass.: $1.28 


THE GRAYMOOR FRIARS ARE IN 

FINANCIAL DISTRESS. THE INSTI- 
TUTE HAS BEEN GROWING SO RAPIDLY 
DURING THE LAST TWO YEARS, PAR- 
TICULARLY THE STUDENT BODY, THAT 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS SENT TO US IN 
THE FORM OF St. ANTHONY'S BREAD, 

HAVE NOT BEEN SUFFICIENT TO PAY 
THE BUTCHER, THE BAKER, THE 
MILKMAN AND THE GROCER. COoN- 
SEQUENTLY A FORMIDABLE ARRAY OF 
UNPAID BILLS HAS ACCUMULATED 
ON THE DESK OF THE BROTHER Pro- 
CURATOR. THE AMOUNT WE OWE 
THE GROCER ALONE AT THIS VERY 
MOMENT AMOUNTS TO Five THOUu- 
SAND DOLLARS. 

We are telling this out loud to the Clients of St. 
Anthony, believing that by a common impulse you will 
come to our assistance and give us the joy before 
New Year’s Day to see this pile of unpaid bilis vanish 
like a snowdrift under the warm rays of the sun in 
the springtime. 

When the Franciscan Friars, Five Thousand of 
them, assembled at Assisi on a certain Pentecost Sun- 
day, at what came to be known in the history of the 
Order as the “Chapter of Mats,” there being so many 
of them that they sat upon the ground on mats instead 
of upon chairs or benches; St. Francis, according to 
his custom, made no provision beforehand for their 
being fed, trusting to Divine Providence to supply 
whatever they should need. When the word went 
abroad throughout the Umbrian valley that so large a 
number of Friars from far and near had assembled 
and they were without food, the people of the country- 
side and the neighboring villages and towns as far as 
Perugia, acted upon a common impulse and brought a 
great store of provisions in wagons and upon the backs 
of the beasts of burden; and it was their delight not 
only to supply bread and meat, fruit and honey and 
even delicacies, but with their own hands, though some 
of them belonged to the nobility, to minister to and 
serve the humble Sons of St. Francis. Now the cost 
of the entertainment of so large a company while the 
Chapter of the Order was in session must have been 
far more than Five Thousand Dollars. 

This message from the Mount of the Atonement will 
go far beyond the range of the Graymoor Valley. It 
will penetrate much farther than the neighboring 
towns and villages such as Garrison, Peekskill, New- 
burgh, Cold Spring, Beacon and Ossining. It will 
reach beyond the great City of New York and the 
teeming population of northern New Jersey. 

We trust the knowledge of our need, the need of our 
Students for the Priesthood on the Mount of the 
Atonement, will cause a similar scene to take place as 


that which happened at Assisi 
seven centuries ago; only instead of 
bringing the food supplies upon the 
backs of animals, or even with our 
modern facilities of traffic, motor 
cars and delivery wagons, help will 
come in the form of checks, money 
orders, dollar bills or the silver 
coin of the realm. 

AND so THE SOS GOES OUT FROM 
THE SUMMIT OF THE ATONEMENT 
MouNTAIN THROUGH THE MEDIUM 
oF THE Lamp. IT WILL BE OUR 
HAPPINESS TO TELL YOU IN THE 
JANUARY ISSUE WHETHER HISTORY 
HAS REPEATED ITSELF, AND THAT 
WHAT HAPPENED AT ASSISI HAS 

HAPPENED AGAIN AT GRAY MOOR. 





ST. ANTHONY’S PERPETUAL NOVENA 


For over twenty-five years, night after night without 
ceasing, the petitions sent us by the Clients of the 
Saint of Padua have been presented at his Shrine on 
the Mount of the. Atonement at Graymoor, beseeching 
his intercession with God that if it be pleasing to His 
Divine Will, He will grant the supplications of those 
who have recourse to Him in the Novenas of Prayer. 

Address your petitions to the Friars of the Atone- 
ment, Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


EXPRESSIONS OF GRATITUDE TO ST. ANTHONY 


Mrs. D. M., Overland, Mo.: Enclosed please find offering 
for St. Anthony's Bread in gratitude for petition granted. I 
promised it to St. Anthony if I recovered without having 
an operation 

Mr. O. L., So. Hadley Falls, Mass. : 
A month ago I started a Novena to St 


Enclosed find money 
Anthony. I 
The 


I was 


order. 
promised this donation should I receive my request. 
day following the Novena my request was answered. 
given a time-keeper’s job by the State. 

Miss V About a year ago I sent 
a letter to you asking for prayers to be offered for my 
She recovered 
I prom- 
En- 


B., Bridgeport, Conn. : 


mother, who was to undergo an operation. 
with the help of your prayers and ours at home 
ised to send an offering and always delayed sending it 
closed you will find thank offering 

Miss A. J., Somerville, Mass.: Several days after I started 
a Novena to St. Anthony I obtained a position I sorely 
needed, and enclosed is the offering I promised to St. An- 
thony's Bread Fund, if my favor was granted. I am deeply 
grateful to St. Anthony. 

F. G. R., Queens Village, N. Y.: A few weeks ago I 
asked you to pray for my intentions. My request was 
granted. The enclosed offering is given in thanksgiving. 
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‘Tertiary WY Tidings 


THE YOUTH 


Dear Brownies: 


No doubt you have not failed to notice the intense 
interest which the nations of the wor!d are taking in 
the Youth of their lands. But have you ever stopped 
to consider why this is? Well, you see, Youth is a 
very workable material in the hands of the sculptors 
who have it in their power to mold human characters 
and ideals. When we are young, we are like moist 
clay which can be shaped to many different models. 
And, the Prophets of the False Ideals which are so 
numerous in the world today, are well aware of this 
fact. They know that Youth has to be educated and 
trained in the school of Hitler or Stalin if they are to 
prove strong adherents of the political system in 
vogue when they attain to man’s estate. They are 
also conscious of the fact that youthful minds are not 
capable of exercising mature judgment in separating 
the chaff from the wheat in the field of life. There- 
fore they take youth, and, by alluring methods, teach 
them that which will mold them to be the type of 
adult that they foresee to be the most useful in anni- 
hilating religion, promoting paganism, and in building 
up a gigantic military power, to be used, not for the 
defense and protection of their respective nations, but 
to make of their peoples slaves to the dictates of 
self-appointed rulers, who have as their motive the 
destruction of everything that would in any way inter- 
fere with their self-aggrandisement as Dictators of 
the Proletariat. 

A real democratic government would interfere with 
their plans for world conquest and so would the influ- 
ence of Christianity. Therefore, the prime factor of 
the so-called Nazi and Soviet Youth Movement is to 
fashion citizens that will offer no obstacle to their sa- 
tanic plans. This has been proven by actual facts 
and by their own statements issued through their 
dictatorial press. We know this and it is only logical 
to state that these plans will in time make themselves 
felt even in our own country. In fact, we already feel 
the heat of the flames of unrest and destruction that 
accompany the advance of the ambassadors of Satan. 
What can we do to keep them from igniting their 
searing fires in the places yet out of the danger line? 

First of all, this is not the time to fall asleep. 


ETERNAL VIGILANCE IS REQUIRED. 


In truth, we are now called upon to prepare ourselves 
for a contest. The advocates and directors of a So- 
viet World Revolution are very conscious of the fact 
and keenly wide awake and vigilant. As the, perhaps, 


MOVEMENTS 


unconscious agents of Antichrist, they are working 
night and day and are never caught napping. 

Let us compare the Christian Youth Movement and 
the Anti-Christian Youth Movement to basketball 
teams. Let us suppose that both are possessors of a 
famous reputation as regards their skill. The Anti- 
Christians are especially noted for the brilliance of 
their play, the up-to-dateness of their equipment, and 
the faultless care and attention which are rendered to 
their players in their physical and material needs. Also 
they are known not to be interested in the game so 
much for the sport as they are in selecting the teams 
offering the most reward in a monetary sense. In 
other words, at all times they put the material gains 
to be realized ahead of real healthy sportsmanship. 

The Christian team, however, is not equipped and 
trained at the State’s expense. They have no highly 
paid officers to coach and educate them without a 
penny of cost to themselves. Whatever training and 
education they receive in Catholic schools is paid for 
by themselves or their parents. In regard to care and 
attention, they receive what is absolutely necessary. 
But they are happy and loved for their generous and 
voluntary contribution of their skill and strength. They 
love the sport. And nothing pleases them so much 
as the prospect of an opponent who will demand all 
that “they've got” in the matter of prowess and en- 
durance. Their coach has instilled into them the spirit 
of good, healthy sportsmanship—a sportsman’s true 
sense of values. But the Anti-Christians, sad to relate, 
are the victims of the selfishness of an unfit leader. 
He appeals only to their love of vain glory and ma- 
terial advancement. He has planted in their minds 
and hearts the love of self. All that they can see in 
a contest is the despoiling of the capitalistic Egyptians 
and the satisfaction of their own vanity and love of 
praise. In their opinion the Christian team is worthy 
only of their ridicule and disdain—to be placed in the 
ranks of fools—victims of silly dreams and self- 
imposed ideals of sportsmanship. 

The two teams will go their separate ways, each 
gaining its own particular ends, until the time comes 
to try for the trophy, which a certain great King offers 
to be awarded to the team, which by proven perfor- 
mance, is judged best in the qualities befitting such 
teams. Team work, individual contribution, sports- 
manship, skill, attitude, all will be used for or against 
the respective teams. : 

All along, the onlookers have known in their hearts 
and souls, that despite their shabbier appearance 
and lack of glamor, the Christian team is by far the 


as 
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more to be commended, and the superior in every way 
as far as real value is concerned. However, it is 
thought best, that in order to prove this fact, that a 
contest be held in which the two teams shall play op- 
posite each other and actually prove which is the 
superior. The victor will win the Golden Trophy of 
Christ the King, which contains the means of procur- 
ing for them an eternity of happiness and heavenly 
riches. The loser will merit the Cup of the Prince 
of Unrest in which is hidden the poisons of eternal 
oblivion—a living death deprived of every joy and 
happiness. 


“THis is THE Victory THAT OVERCOMETH THI 
Wor_p—Even Our FaitH.”—St. John, 


But it is a fair contest. And the worthiest team 
will be the victor, even as they have been most zeal- 
ous in preparing themselves for this final battle. Their 
work or neglect of the preceding years will support or 
fail them now. For, now, it is a contest of gaudy 
show, selfish satisfaction, and vain glory against skill, 
true sportsmanlike spirit, and a reputation that has 
actually been earned and worked for unselfishly with- 
out any thought of reward except the upholding of 
the honor and glory of their Alma Mater (their Church 
and State). 

We do not think that we need tell you for whom 
the victory is “in the bag.” 

And this, dear Brownies, is the position in which 
the Catholic young people of Germany find themselves 
in contradistinction to Hitler’s Youth Movement and 
the Catholic Young People of America may soon find 
themselves confronted with a similar situation in our 
own country, where they will be put under constraint 
to join the Communist Youth Movement or to confess 
themselves as Soldiers of Christ the King, prepared 
to sacrifice everything in his service, even life itself 
and to die the martyr’s death. 

Let each Catholic lad or lassie who reads this let- 
ter give answer to the vital question: Am I going to 
rise to the defense of Christ’s Kingdom, or am I going 
to sit back listlessly and let the “other fellow” do it 
all, and, in the end, myself be the victim of my own 
selfishness ? 

Join the Army of young Tertiaries! 

M. THERESA CARBERRY. 





TO SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
By Mildred Olds 


No one could ever worship beauty more 

Than you who gazed upon the summer sun, 

And felt its rays burn deeply your heart's core 
With love, infinite wondrous love for One. 

And you could press Earth’s ecstasy of gold 
Close to your heart when autumn comes and goes, 
Thrilled that the red flame of a flower could hold 


The charity of God tucked in a rose. 


Oh! you could think to bless the tongue of fire, 
The evening star, the rippled nind-blown sea, 
For in your soul you humbly learned how He, 
Himself, was beautiful; nor could you tire 

To praise your God in each created thing: 

So even Death could strike and leave no sting! 


UNUM SINT 





The Graymoor Church Art 


CALENDAR 
for 1938 


New! Distinctive! Informative! | 


The Friars of the Atonement this year offer a 


our own supervision and it contains the features interest- 
| ing to the Friends and Benefactors of Graymoor. 

It is a real attempt at “creating” our own Calendar 
and this first effort has been granted the gracious appro- 
bation of His Eminence, Patrick Cardinal Hayes, Arch- 
bishop of New York. 


INTERESTING FEATURES: 


Beautifully lithographed cover, suitable for framing, 
of Our Lady of the Atonement. In addition there 
are twelve other beautiful prints, in colors, of Bibli- 


summary on each Calendar page. 


the Friars at Graymoor including St. Anthony’s 
Perpetual Novena, St. Anthony’s National Shrine, 


Union-That-Nothing-Be-Lost, etc. 


for First Fridays, and days of fast and abstinence. 
Action and Graymoor Missionary Activity. 
ORDER YOUR COPY IN ADVANCE! 
SEND FOR IT TODAY! 
Single Copies 30 Cents 
Four or more copies 25c¢ each 
Address Orders to: 


REV. FR. ANTHONY, S.A. 
St. Anthony’s National Shrine 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 








completely new Calendar. It has been produced under | 





cal pictures. Each picture is explained in a short | 


A series of short articles on the various activities of 


the Church Unity Octave, the Rosary League, the |]) 


Important Feast Days of each week are illustrated on 
the Calendar pads and a bold designation is made | 


A full page of inspiring paragraphs on Catholic | 
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Jubilee Fund Now Amounts to Thirty-Eight Thousand 
Twelve Thousand Dollars Still Required 


Our GOAL Is Firty THOUSAND BY THE END OF Decemper! 
LYING BEFORE US ON THE EpiTor’s DESK IS THE FOLLOWING MEMORANDUM FROM VEN. Bro. Fipeuis, S.A., 
TREASURER OF THE UNION-THaT-NoTHING-Be-Lost, ON THE JUBILEE RETURNS: 
1937 
Up To AND INCLUDING NoveMBER 16TH, 1937, Donations, 5,946, AGGREGATING $7,315.41 
1936 
SAME NUMBER OF DAYS (69). DoNaTIONs, 13,414, AGGREGATING 15,323.69 


THIS GIVES THE STORY IN A NUTSHELL. THE CONTRIBUTORS TOWARDS THE SILVER JUBILEE FUND A YEAR AGO 
WERE MORE THAN DOUBLE THE NUMBER WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED SINCE LAST AUGUST AND THE ToTAL AMOUNT 
CONTRIBUTED IN 1936 IS ALSO MORE THAN TWICE AS MUCH AS THE AMOUNT WE HAVE RECEIVED UP TO THE PRES- 
ENT TIME. THE EXPLANATION, PERHAPS, LIES IN THE FINANCIAL SLUMP THE NATION HAS EXPERIENCED SINCE La- 
BOR DAY, REFLECTED IN THE TUMBLE STOCKS AND BONDS HAVE RECENTLY TAKEN IN WALL STREET. 

BuT THERE IS A MORE POTENT REASON IN THE FACT THAT WE MAILED OUT LAST YEAR A FoL_Ltow-up LETTER 
To Two HuNpbRED AND Fifty THOUSAND PEOPLE, ASKING THEM TO RALLY TO OUR SUPPORT IN PUTTING COM- 
PLETELY “OVER THE TOP” THE CAMPAIGN FOR TWENTY-FIVE THOUSAND WITH WHICH WE BEGAN THE JUBILEE 
YEAR AND THEY CERTAINLY DID IT HANDSOMELY, SO THAT BY THE END OF JANUARY, 1936, THE JUBILEE FUND 
HAD REACHED THE SUM OF THIRTY THOUSAND. WE DO NOT INTEND THIS YEAR TO MAIL OUT A SECOND CALL ON 
SO VAST A SCALE, BUT PROBABLY BEFORE THIS ISSUE OF THE LAMP HAS VISITED THE HOMES OF OUR READERS, WE 
WILL HAVE WRITTEN A PERSONAL LETTER TO THE FAITHFUL AND TRIED MEMBERS OF OUR Missionary UNION, 
WHO HAVE ALREADY DURING 1936, SENT A CONTRIBUTION TO THE SILVER JUBILEE FUND OR IN SOME OTHER FORM 
To GrayMoor. WE BELIEVE THEY WILL WILLINGLY RESPOND TO OUR CALL WITH GREAT UNANIMITY AND COM- 
PLETE WHAT IS LACKING OF THE FULL SUM OF Firty THOUSAND Do tars. THERE REMAIN ONLY FIFTEEN 
Days TO THE END OF THE YEAR AND TWELVE THOUSAND DOLLARS HAS STILL TO BE RAISED. 

WE BELIEVE YOU WILL DO THIS THE MORE WILLINGLY WHEN WE TELL YOU THAT IT IS GOING TO HELP THE 
FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT PROVIDE FOOD, CLOTHING, EDUCATION AND LODGING FOR NEARLY ONE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY STUDENTS FOR THE PRIESTHOOD IN OUR ORDER. 

WE ACTUALLY OWE OUR CREDITORS AT THE PRESENT TIME MUCH MORE THAN THE FULL AMOUNT REQUIRED 
TO COMPLETE THE JUBILEE FUND, AND UNLESS SOMEHOW WE SECURE THE MEANS TO PAY THESE PRESSING DEBTS 
WE MAY BE CONSTRAINED—WHICH GOD FORBID—TO CLOSE THE DOORS OF ST. JOHN’s PREPARATORY COLLEGE AND 
SEND OUR STUDENTS HOME ON AN INDEFINITE VACATION. WHEN YOU, OUR DEAR BENEFACTORS, REALIZE THE 
EMERGENCY BEHIND THIS APPEAL, WE ARE SURE YOU WILL BE THE MORE INCLINED TO ANSWER OUR S OS WITH 
A CONTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO YOUR MEANS AND FINANCIAL ABILITY. 


WHO WILL GET THE DIAMOND RINGS? 


WE MUST NOT FAIL TO MENTION AGAIN THAT FIVE DIAMOND RINGS WILL BE DIS- 
TRIBUTED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE CAMPAIGN IN THE SAME WAY AS FOUR RINGS 
WERE DISPOSED OF ON THE 3ist DAY OF LAST JANUARY. ALL THE NUMBERS WERE PLACED 
IN A LARGE BASKET AND WE SELECTED FOUR OF THE OBLATES AT THE CONVENT—FOUR 
YOUNG GIRLS WHO ASPIRE TO BE SISTERS WHEN THEY ARE OLD ENOUGH—TO DRAW THE 
WINNING NUMBERS. WE PLAN TO DO THE SAME JANUARY 3lst. EVERYONE SENDING IN 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE SILVER JUBILEE FUND WILL HAVE THE NUMBERS TO WHICH 
THEY ARE ENTITLED PLACED IN THE BASKET FROM WHICH BY LOT THE WINNERS OF THE 
DIAMONDS WILL BE DRAWN. 
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THE DESPERATE NEED FOR MASS 
INTENTIONS 


Epitor’s Note: We have received the following 
appeal from the Bishop of Kumbakonam, South India, 
for an increase in Mass Stipends. This letter is typical 
of a situation which seems to be quite prevalent in the 
Field Afar and we urge our Lamp Readers to do all in 
their power to alleviate it by forwarding to Gray- 
moor as many Mass stipends as possible, that we, in 
turn, may assist His Excellency, the Bishop of Kum- 
bakonam, and others like him who find themselves in 
severe straits through a falling off in these Stipends, 
which form a very necessary means of support io them. 
Very Reverend and dear Father General: 

Let me express my heartfelt thanks for the great 
help you are rendering to this Mission. 

I respectfully request you to increase the number of 
Masses you are monthly sending. The Priests are 
increasing in number and the number of Masses are 
decreasing. Please help us. 

I shall be very thankful to you, if you can send us 
some help to support two Catechists in our new Mis- 
sions. This is a great and urgent need. I pray that you 
may find your way to help us. 

With respectful regards and in union of prayers, 

Yours devotedly in Our Lord, 
bh Peter Francis, 
Bishop of Kumbakonam 


From the Administrator of the Vicariate Apostolic 
of the Upper Nile comes the following: 
Very Reverend dear Father: 

Our Bishop, Msgr. Campling, has resigned and has 
left for England. Upon me is put the heavy burden 
to carry on until the appointment and arrival of our 
new Vicar Apostolic. 

I can assure you, dear Reverend Father, that, espe- 
cially in these times, the difficulties are many, and 
hence I dare to write to you for your help. 

The Vicariate is large, the number of priests is 
ninety, and the financial position is far from bright on 
account of the scarcity of Mass Intentions. On an 
average we have less than seven hundred each month 
or about seven for each priest. 

From this you will realize how greatly we stand in 
need of assistance, and we would gladly appreciate it, 
if you would remember us when you have any Masses 
to send to the Missions. 





CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NANGINA MISSION 


The Ursuline Nuns have arrived at Nangina to help 


Father Coenen care for his big congregation of 
Africans, but he still owes one thousand dollars on the 
House he built for the Sisters with the help of his 
native Christians. More Nangina Volunteers are 
needed to help this zealous missionary out of the 
quagmire of debt into which he has fallen! You will 
note that the Grand Total contributed by our Nangina 
Volunteers since the beginning of 1937 amounts to 
only Four hundred and six dollars. Can’t we make 
it a thousand by the end of the year? 


Previously Reported: $288.00. Mrs. George Powers, 


UNUM SINT 


Mont., 
Mrs. K 
Mrs. W 


$2; Albert Brady, Can., $5; Mary La Sala, N. Y., $5;n 
H. McCarthy, Ill, $10; Johanna Nestor, N. J., $5; 
H. Long, O., $1; A. M. Sofia, N. Y., $2; Helena 
Donahue, Mass. $5; Anon., $3; Mass Intentions, $69.30; 
U. N. B. L., $15; Mrs. L. L. Lake, Pa., $1; J. McPhillips, O., 
August Nemis, O., $1; Alphonse W. Herrman, La., $1; 
J. G. O’Brien, N. S., $1; Mass Intentions, $50. Grand Total, 
$406.30. 


In the letter which follows, Father Coenen, the 
Apostle of Nangina, British East Africa, tells us the 
story of his battle with the white man’s foe in Equa- 
torial Africa, more to be dreaded than the lions, tigers, 
hyenas and other beasts of the African jungle. 


Dear Father: 


$2 


The indebtedness I owe you and the members of your 
Lamp Army can be rewarded only by our Good God Whose 
gratitude is infinite and for Whose greater honor and glory 
alone your never-tiring interest is extended to the Mission- 
aries the whole world over 

Sure enough, your patience would have been exhausted 
long ago if your sole aim had been the gratitude of mankind 
for your never failing generosity. 

If ever I have been slow in answering your most welcome 
remittances coming in monthly without failure, it has been 
this time. The only reason for my long delay is that Africa's 
greatest curse, (malaria fever) has pulled me down for the 
last two months. In order to understand it properly one 
One's temperature rises to above 
level and next it goes down to below level. You don't feel 
sick enough to go to bed, especially when “tempus urget me’ 


must have experienced it 


and too lazy and tired all over to do one’s work properly. 
At last, however, I decided to go and see a doctor some 
My old Ford took there 
slowly but surely over a road as rough as a ploughed up 
field 
which will fail to make you reach your destination. 


75 miles away from here. me 
world, however old its age, 
On 
The 
following days several injections were administered and I 
the 


There is no Ford in the 
arrival a blood slide was taken as a sign of welcome. 


intended to make a pin- 
arms and legs. Naturally a few bottles had 
the contents of which I had to take a 
After this 


I had to continue (and I am still doing it) swallowing every 


wondered whether doctor 
cushion of my 
my table, 


to decorate 


couple of tablespoonfuls twice or thrice daily. 


day several grains of quinine in order to kill off the millions 
of malaria microbes enjoying a summer bath in my life's 
blood 

Our humble efforts during the period from July 1936 to 
July 1937 have resulted in a fine harvest in this flourishing 
Mission Field: 

Baptisms, 899; Confirmations, 240; Marriages, 32; Holy 
Communions, 40,129; Converts near Baptism, 246; Converts 
under daily instruction in Catechumenates, 
4,216 


For 


our numerous 


this splendid bouquet, delightfully 
offered up to Almighty God, we cannot be too grateful to 


the Most High, Who has blessed our humble efforts so 
visibly, but neither can we thank enough our Nangina Vol- 


most spiritual 


unteers and Mission friends for all their acts of self-denial 
and cooperation, which enabled us during the past year to 
weave together a spiritual garland, so pleasing and welcome 
to God. 

Your most grateful African Missionary, 


P. COENEN. 
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Dear Members and Friends of the Holy Childhood 
Association : 

“And the Word was made Flesh!” So St. John 
records for our edification the Birth of the Christ Child 
in one brief sentence that is all-conclusive! 

And St. Matthew in further elaboration of the Christ- 
mas _Chronicle dwells dramatically upon the first 
Baptism of Infants surrounding the advent of the Child 
Jesus—a Baptism of Blood, perhaps the first direct 
manifestation in the New Testament of Antichrist 
through his emissary, Herod, when he says: “Then 
Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the Wise 
Men, was exceedingly wroth, and sent forth and slew 
all the Children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 
coasts thereof, from two years old and under, accord- 
ing to the time which he had diligently inquired of the 
Wise Men.” 

Later the same Matthew relates to us Our Lord’s 
attitude concerning the Little Child he set in the midst 
of His disciples and said: “Amen, I say to you. unless 
you be converted and become as little children, you 
shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Whoso- 
ever, therefore, shall humble himself as this Little 
Child, the same is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
AND WHOSOEVER SHALL RECEIVE ONE SUCH LITTLE CHILD 
IN My NAME RECEIVETH ME. ... See that you DESPISE 
NOT ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES; for ] say to you THAT 
THE ANGELS IN HEAVEN ALWAYS SEE THE FACE OF My 
FaTHER WHo Is IN HEAVEN.... EVEN SO IT IS THE 
WILL OF Your FATHER WHO ts IN HEAVEN THAT NOT 
ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES SHOULD PERISH.” 

In the burial of infants the Church in continuation 
of the Saviour’s teachings prays in the Latin equivalent 
of the following English words: “O, Almighty and 


Most Merciful God Who straightway grantest life 
everlasting to every little child who goeth forth from 
this world after being born again in the Baptismal font, 
without any merit of his, even as we believe Thou hast 
done this day to the soul of this Child, grant we 
beseech Thee, O Lord, through the intercession of 
Blessed Mary ever Virgin and of all Thy Saints that 
we may serve Thee with clean hearts and be joined in 
Heaven with the Blessed Children for evermore, 
through Christ, Our Lord. Amen.” 

In the Pagan Mission Field at this moment Catholic 
Missionaries are striving for the ransom of babies cast 
upon the dunghill to die for “it is the Will of Your 
Father Who is in Heaven that not one of these Little 
Ones should perish.” They ask only our support in a 
monetary way, and an increasing number of ransoms 
are recorded in answer to their appeal, as can be at- 
tested to by the letters on next page from Benefactors 
who have ransomed Pagan children. 

Over nineteen hundred years ago the Star of 
Bethlehem’s silver beams was tinged scarlet with the 
slaughter of the Innocents whom Herod, secking in 
vain to destroy the Divine Infant, crowned with im- 
mortal glory as the Children of God in a Baptism of 
Blood. Let us, this Christmas, following in the wake 
of the Wise Men of old, leave as our gift in the manger 
of Bethlehem an Infant Soul, ransomed by the Waters 
of the Holy Spirit in the Great Sacrament of the New 
Law! Let us place the golden key in the lock of Life 
Everlasting and open the Gates of Eternity, that the 
soul of a Pagan Infant may go home to God! 

Wishing you the Yuletide Blessings of the Holy 


hild, I am, . 
= ain Sincerely, Aunt HELEN. 





The Holy Childhood Association (of which the Union-That-Nothi 
Society of Catholic children, whose object is the ransom, education and 
for each member are twelve cents a year. Infants and children of all ages are 


fits of membership are many Masses, prayers and indulgences. Send «pp 


Union-T hat-Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor, Garrison, N. ¥. 


ng-Be-Lost has a Branch) is a world-wide 
support of pagan children everywhere. Dues 
eligible, both living and dead. Bene- 
lications and dues for membership to the 

















% UT OMNES UNUM 


SINT 


grace and in thanksgiving for all the 





FROM THE MAIL BAG 


Mrs. L. F. M., Sy En- 


closed find check for twenty-five dol- 


amore, IIL: 


of five Chinese 
Mary, Ann, 
Theresa I 


lars for the purchase 


babies, to be named 
Anthony 
know 
tions and will be 
Almighty 
(This month 


the head of the 


Joseph and 
inten 


God 


they will pray for my 


heard by 


The 


stable was 


Mrs. L. F. M., takes 
Honor Roll in the 


ransom of Chinese babies—with five 
to her credit.) 

Mrs. L. B., Long Island, N. Y.: En 
closed fir dollars for a Chinese 
baby that 
Kindly 
Joseph in 
Motl her 

Mrs. A. I 


closed find money 


promised to ransom 
Mary Ann 


honor of our 1 


name the baby 
Blessed 
ear rs No court there 
neo A ane 


, Grantwood, N. J En 


Joseph 


order for the pur 


chase of a Pagan baby in thanksgiv 


favor received through the 


Blessed Mother 


ing tor a 
intercession of our 
Anth 
S. D., Northfield, Vt En 


ease find five dollars for the 


ransot of a Chinese baby to be 


named Mary Theresa. My 


is that I restored 


intention 
mav be to health 
If my petition is granted I will ran- 
som another 

Miss A. M. D., Atlantic City, N. J 


Am sending check for a Chinese 





CHRISTMAS NIGHT 


Dear little Infant Jesus, 
Upon Thy throne of straw, buy 
I look into Thy manger 

With loving heart and awe. 


in darkness 
Until Thy wondrous birth, 
And then a star reflected 

Thy light upon the earth. 


Thy Mother there beside Thee, 
Enwrapt in glad surprise, 
Saw in the light reflected 


Her God in human guise. 


to receive 
But angel legions bright 
Around Thy crib were singing 
In ecstasy that night. 


The first to come were shepherds, 
Then followed Wise Men three: 
Now men in countless numbers 
Come Lord to worship Thee. 


It is the night of Christmas— 
O raise your voice and sing 
The praises and the glories 
Of Christ, Redeemer, King. 


—Nellie E. Fealy. 


blessings received from the Sacred 
Heart 

J. H., H. H., and M. H., Monticello 
N. Y.: This fifteen dollar check is t 
three babies to be named Helen 
Ann, Johanna Philomena and Maria 
Agatha 

Miss 


C lose d 


a. ¢ 


find five 


Pittsburgh, Pa. En 
dollars to rescue a 


Chinese baby who is near death so 
that it will 
Name the 
honor of St 
Mother. 
Mrs. C. L.. New York City: En- 


closed find offering for a Pagan baby 


pray for my intention 


baby Theresa Mary in 


Theresa and Our Blessed 


Please name it Bernardette, after my 


mly son who has departed this life 
Thee, 


CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE 
RANSOM AND SUPPORT 
OF CHINESE BABIES 
We are happy to report an in- 
crease in the ransom of Pagan 
Babies for October over the previ- 
ous month, and we hope this trend 
on the Up-grade will be an ever 
increasing one. There is so much 
to be done from a Catholic view- 
point in the Pagan Baby Field 
of the Foreign Missions that we 
feel we cannot say enough in the 
promulgation of this most worthy 








baby in thanksgiving to St. Anthony 
for favor received 

ll. VB, Brooklyn, 
dollars a Chinese 


Marilyn 


tion with my 


N. ¥ Enclosed you will find five 
Will vou please 


I am fulfilling a promise which I made in connec- 


to buy baby name her 


niece who was very ill, as the doctor thought 
an operation would be neces 


After X-rays 


discovered it was not 


with kidney trouble, and, if so, 


sary, which was a very sertous condition 
and further examinations it 
kidney trouble 
actual trouble 

D. B. O. Utica, N. ¥ 
purchase of a Chinese 
called 


R., Pittsburgh, Pa 


Was 


and she was treated successfully for the 
Enclosed you will find five dol 
baby in honor of Saint 
Anthony 


Enclosed you will 


lars for the 
Anthony 

k. J 
dollars to purchase a 

(R. J 
ing souls for the 
many more lke him!) 

Miss M. K., Hancock, Mich My 
visit dollars to 


called 


It may he Juce or Mary Rita 
find five 
Pagan baby 
R., does not slacken in his good work of ransom- 
Kingdom of Christ Would there were 
aunt while here on a 
five send to you to 
to be 
she is praying for 
Miss I. H., Detroit, 


dollars to ransom 


ave me Transom a 


Chinese baby Anthony Jude for a great favor 


Please use the enclosed ten 
Have the 


Mich 


two Pagan babies babies 
named Anna and Joseph Henry 
(Miss I. Hl. has ransomed four babies so far this year.) 


Miss M. F. H., Hoboken, N. J 


lars to ransom a poor Chinese baby boy to be called Em- 


Enclosed find five dol- 


manuel in honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus for a special 


work. As the Christmas Season 

approaches and the oft-told story 
of the Holy Infant again confronts us, we are more 
than ever urged to ask you to do your utmost in sowing 
the seeds of Catholicism in the fertile fields of the 
Pagan Baby Missions as a tribute to the Babe of 
Bethlehem. 


Cass, N. Y., $5; Mary 
McNamara, N. J., $5; Julia 


Previously Reported: $2,619.20. G 
V. Hayes, N. J., $8; Miss N. 
Madle, Cal., $5; M. F. Carroll, Conn., $5; Irene Hoerman, 
Mich., $10; Anthony Curtis, N. Y.. $10; J. J. Gorman, N. Y., 
$1; Mary Whelan, N. Y.. $1; Helen Gould, Pa., $5; Mrs. M. 
O'Farrell, N. Y., $5; Mrs. E. Cumisky, N. Y., $5; Hilda 
Thoeny, Ky., Mrs. John Walsh, Can., $5; Grace L. 

Mrs. E. R. D., Cal., $5; Anna M. Dun- 
; Mary K. Dovel, Ala., $5; Victoria Woyton, 
; Mary V. Hayes, N 5; Mrs. Andrew French, 
N. J., Mrs. F. Brust, N. Mrs. L. F. Moudry, 
Ill, $25; K. Crince, N. Y¥., $5; Irene Herman, Mich., $10; 
E. S. Devine, Vt., $5; Helen De Pasquale, N. Y., $10; Mrs 
S Mrs. Kiley, Mich., $5; 


leavy, N. J., $5 
N. ¥.% 


Joseph Goodhouse, onn., $5; 
Mary Burkbile, N. Dak., $5; Katherine Barrett, : 
Christine Lane, N. Y., Katherine L. Kevit, N. J., $1; 
Lyda Naegele, IIL, $5; Jerome Lehn, Minn., $10; Rose 
Helen V. 
S. Gruenbeck, S. Dak., $5; Charles 
R. Sievers, Minn., $10; Anonymous, 


$283.00. Grand Total, 


$5 
Mrs 
Johanna Haley, N. Y., $15; 


Cammuso, Pa., $5; 
Byers, N. Y., $5; Rev. F. 
, eos Mes. C 

Received during October, 1937: 
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Our Spiritual Director’s Christmas Greeting to Rosary League Members 





Beloved Sons and 
Daughters of the 
Atonement: 


THE HANDS OF MARY 


econ: that minister to the 
pleasure and happiness 
of all around us 


With all my heart Dear hands that once caressed the Child Divine, So once again I Wisx 
| wish you a Happy That lifted Him, in blinding ecstasy; You Wit Att My 
Christmas. Dear hands that labored to prepare His food, Heart A Happy 


The Central Text of 
the Society of the 
Atonements is: “We 


That spun and wove and sewed so willingly; CHRISTMAS, and the 
Dear hands that once smoothed back the matted hair, 
And cleansed the blood-stained brow of God’s Own Son, 


realization in con- 
sequence ever more and 


loy in God, through And folded his dead Fingers on the Heart more henceforth as you 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose beat was stilled because the cause was won; daily experience the 
by Whom we have now Dear hands that touched the cool stone of His tomb, wonderful meaning of 
received the Atone- Unflinching in that hour of agony .... the words of St. John 
ment.” Be raised in heaven high, and sweetly plead “The Word was made 


Atonement, accord- 
ing to its etymology 
means the State of Be- 





For those who weep when 


Flesh and dwelt among 
—M. S. House. us; and He came unto 
His own, and His own 


ships put out to sea! 








ing At-ONE again after 

a disagreement or sep- 

aration has taken place. 

By His death on the Cross, Jesus took away the barrier 
of sin which separated man from his God, and so it 
was through Him we now possess that At-One-ment 
with God which constitutes the Solid and Eternal Basis 
of our Joy and Happiness. 

But, before Christ could make Atonement for us by 
His death, it was necessary for Him first to assume our 
flesh and to be born of the Virgin Mary. Therefore, 
THat First CuHristMAS, when Our Lady of the Atone- 
meni brought forth her first and only Son and laid Him 
ina manger at Bethlehem, was the BEGINNING of Our 
Joy. Well then may we, her Sons and Daughters of 
Calvary, be happy at Christmas; for there is no su 
thing for mankind as perfect happiness or pertect Joy 
apart from the Incarnation of the Son of God, without 
which there could have been no Calvary and no Atone- 
ment. And, if there had been no Atonement then, 
eternal joy and happiness in Heaven would not have 
been our portion, but rather the outer darkness of Hell 
where “the worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched.” 

A Happy Christmas for the Sons and Daughters of 
the Atonement should consist, as far as our heart ts 
concerned, in receiving Our Lord devoutly in Holy 
Communion, and from that heart-center should radiate 
forth the love, happiness and joy which illuminates 
the countenance, impels the feet on errands of love, 
and directs the hands to kindly and benevolent acts 


received Him not, but 
to as many as received 
Him, to them gave He 
power to become the Sons of God.” 

How often we see red mingled with the green of the 
holly and the pine in the decorations of Christmas Day 
This should remind us of the Red Blood which Jesus 
derived in the womb of His Virginal Mother from her 
Immaculate Heart, the same Blood which thirty-three 
years later He was destined to pour out for our redemp 
tion on Calvary's Tree to make an Atonement for the 
sins of the world 

In receiving Holy Communion on Christmas Day, 
will you wear the Medal of Our Lady of the Aterement 
with the Babe of Bethlehem in her arms, and wear at- 
tached to it a bit of red ribbon? Also on the Feast of 
the Circumcision, when for the first time His Blood 
was shed for our redemption. 

Finally, we extend to you all Best Wishes for a 
Happy, Holy and Prosperous New Year, and may 1938 
be fraught for all of you with added graces and hene- 
fits from the “Giver of d and perfect gift.” 
As a Holy Resolution tor the New Year, will not every 
loval Member of the Rosary League try to become a 
Promoter and secure as many New Members as 

ossible 2 
F Why not try to form a band, or “Ch iplet” as we call 
f the Seven loys of 


, 1 ( 
every g 


it. of Seven Members in honor « 
Mary: and if you succeed in doing that, form inother 
Chaplet in honor of the Sorrows of the Blessed 
Mother > 
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I strongly recommend to our Rosarians a larger 
patronage of the Novena to Our Atonement Mother, 
which ts conducted by our Sisters at Graymoor begin- 
ning every month on the First Saturday. Thank offer- 
ings to Our Lady for favors granted through this No- 
vena is one of the chief supports of our Missionary 
Sisters at the Mother House. 

Commending the Friars and Sisters of the Atone- 
ment to your prayers, and blessing you all as far as I 
am able, | remain, 

Your humble servant in Our Incarnate Lord, 
FATHER PAu JAMES Francis, S.A. 
Spiritual Director. 





THE ROSARY LEAGUE AND THE NOVENA TO 
OUR LADY 


With the coming of the New Year we should like to 
see a very substantial increase 
in the membership of the Ro- 


She was very ill and mervous. Everything is all right now 
Please pray for her and her husband. 

M. M. G., Detroit, Mich.: I am attaching my check as 
a thank offering to the Sacred Heart and Our Blessed 
Mother for a favor received through their intercession. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. B., New Bedford, Mass.: I am sending 
a little donation for a favor we have asked of Our Lady of 
the Atonement to grant us if it was the Will of God 
Thanking you dear Sisters for helping with your prayers 
to have that wish granted to us 

Mrs. A. G. H., Worcester, Mass.: Am sending you this 
offering in thanksgiving for the many blessings and graces 
we have received and thank you for the prayers and encour- 
agement you have given us. 

Mrs. F. J. S., Ware, Mass.: I received my favor in your 
last Novena. Enclosed you will find a little offering of 
thanksgiving. 

K. T. A., Fort Landerdale, Fla.: The enclosed offering 

is in thanksgiving to the Sacred 
Heart and Our Lady of the Atone- 





sary League so that by the 
links of the Rosary a vast host 
may be united in prayer for the 
amelioration of the ills that af- 
flict the world and at the same 
time foster devotion to the Holy 
Mother of God whom we invoke 
under the title of Our Lady of 
the Atonement. Of the many 
hundreds who send in petitions 
for remembrance in the Novena 
each month at Our Lady’s 
Shrine at Graymoor, a good 
percentage are not enrolled 
members of the Rosary League, 
due perhaps to a mistaken 
notion that to be an enrolled 
member one takes on an obliga- 
tion binding in conscience. 
Being a member of the Ro- 
sary League entails only a free- 
will obligation, the extent of 
the observance of which re- 
dounds in a greater or less 
degree to the spiritual enrich- 
ment of the member. Why not, 
when again sending a petition 
for the Novena ask the Sisters 
to enroll you as a member of 
the Rosary League, or for 





ADORATION OF A LITTLE 
BROTHER 


O gentle Babe, Thou’rt resting there 

Upon Thy Virgin Mother’s breast! 

I kneel to praise, and seek to raise 

My heart in thanks for sweetest rest— 
Like that above! 


O saintly Maid, do let me hold 

Thy precious Babe within my arms! 

Obtain for me thy purity 

To grace my soul with heav’nly charms— 
Adorned with Love! 


O Virgin pure, I fain would stay 

And be a little brother like 

To this thy Babe, this holy Babe, 

And thou to me a Mother like— 
And grow in Love! 


O joy! this Babe of thine has come 
And filled my soul this Christmas morn 
With His own self—His flesh and blood! 
And thus to me anew is born 

Incarnate Love! 


—A Franciscan, Christmas, 1933. 


ment. We stormed Heaven for 
work for my son. In turning to 
Our Lady of the Atonement and 
her Son, we pleaded fervently. 
Within a week a cablegram was 
received telling my boy to report 
to Havana for work. 

Mrs. M. G., New York: Please 
find offering in gratitude for many 
favors received through Our Lady 
of the Atonement. 

Mrs. F. W., Wakefield, Mass.: 
Enclosed is a small offering in 
thanksgiving to Our Lady of the 
Atonement for a safe delivery and 
also for a reconciliation between 
my people and my husband's. Many 
thanks to our sweet Mother. 





ROSARY LEAGUE 
INTERCESSIONS 


Intentions for December: 


Increased Vocations to the Priest- 
hood and Religious Life. 


Other Intentions: 


Conversion to Christ and Holy 
Church of the One Thousand 








information on any question 
regarding it. 

As all Readers of THE Lamp know, the Novena to 
Our Lady of the Atonement begins on the first Satur- 
day of every month. It has become widely known 
as the Novena of Last Resort because so many peti- 
tioners after making other Novenas have been vouch- 
safed a favorable response through the intercession of 
Our Lady of the Atonement. Address your petitions 
to: Sisters of the Atonement, Saint Francis Convent, 
Graymoor, Garrison, New York. 


EXPRESS GRATITUDE FOR FAVORS RECEIVED 


Miss M. C. N., Bronx, N. Y. C.: Some time ago I called 
n the telephone asking you to pray for my dear niece. 


Million who are still pagan; Con- 
version of all Eastern Schismatics, 
Aaglicans, and Protestants to Catholic Unity; conversion 
of the Jews; for the China, Japan and India Missions; sup- 
plications for Priests and Religious in their sphere of service. 

Spiritual Favors, 2,293. Concerning vocations to the 
Priesthood or to the Religious Life or guidance therein, 77; 
happy marriage, 94; grace of temperance, 278; Conversion 
to the Faith, 107; return to God and the Sacraments, 365; 
happy death, 222; repose of 668 souls. 

Financial and Industrial: Special Intentions, 1,784; suit- 
able employment, 365; Financial aid, 383; restoration to 
health, 998; return of lost articles, 21; success in business, 
301; good sales and rentals, 179; World Peace, 193; other 
temporal favors, 1,179; thanksgivings rendered by 791. 
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HE day before Christmas! 
Little Mother bustling 
about her cheery kitchen 
with its tantalizing odors 
kept glancing at the clock. 

“Sure and I’m as bad as Judy 
used to be,” she laughed at herself. 
“Poor babies! When old women 
like myself find the waiting so hard, 
how do the little ones stand it at 
all, at all—I don’t know.” 

_ The door burst open to admit the 
Spartan with an armful of wood, 
and the North Wind seized its 
chance to sweep in threateningly. 

‘ “Oooh,” Little Mother shivered. 

Everything done, Daddy? Ach, 
Sure, and that’s fine. Warm your- 
self up good, and we'll have supper. 
It's terribly cold, isn’t it?” 

‘Bitter cold, but not a cloud in 
the sky, and the cold can’t harm 
the plane, so long as there’s no 
storm, you know.” 

‘Yes, I know it’s safe; but I can’t 
help wishing Judy had time to come 
by train. I suppose I should be 
thanking God she can come instead 
of worrying that she’s flying.” 

It should be rather jolly—flying 
through the heavens on Christmas 
Eve. No tellin’ one might meet an 
angel flying earthward with the 
glorious news!” 

They laughed together happily. 
Their joy knew no bounds. Their 
Judy, their only child, who had been 
in the city many months now, sing- 
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ing her way to fame with the world- 
renowned maestro—star among 
stars—would be home, singing in 
the choir of the little old church in 
which she had been baptized. All 
through supper they reminisced. 
Judy had said this once, that an- 
other time—had even embroidered 
the cloth on their table. As they 
relived the days Judy had made so 
happy, they sighed, and counted the 
hours. 

“We needed money badly,” little 
Mother admitted, “but now with the 
debts all paid an’ us so comfortable, 
and all—oh, dear, I guess it’s true 
that on the pot of gold there is a 
pesky imp in one form or another.” 

The Spartan nodded. There was 
nothing to be said on that subject. 

“Let’s have a look to see if 
everything is in order,” he changed 
the subject. From room to room 
they went. ‘Sure and it is a forest 
nook,” the Spartan chuckled. They 
straightened a bit of holly here, a 
spray of bittersweet there, stood in 
admiration before the great yule log 
in the fireplace awaiting Judy's 
lighting. “Different from last year, 
eh, Mother? Remember how we 
stood out there on the cold plat- 
form waiting for our little one— 
fearing something had prevented 
her coming, little knowing she had 
risked her chances to come to us?” 

“And the Christ-child delayed 
the maestro right here so that he 
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could hear our Judy's voice at 
Midnight Mass—but it tock her 
away from us, Daddy.” 

“Now, now, Mother, don’t forget 
we promised the Christmas Babe 
we wouldn’t mourn if we could have 
Judy with us to sing the Mid- 
night Mass again, and there isn’t a 
cloud in the sky. We have a snug 
warm steam-heated home, electrici- 
ty to light the whole house — re- 
member how we had to have Karl 
come over last year to see the 
candles didn’t set the house afire— 
we were so determined to have 
things Christmassy — we must be 
thankful, Little Mother.” 

“Yes, God forgive me,” Little 
Mother lifted her chin, and furtively 
dried a tear with the corner of her 
white apron. “Let's have another 
look at the tree.” 

“Ah, Daddy, it’s beautiful. If 
we had nothing else to be thankful 
for we should go on our knees and 
thank the Holy Family that our 
little girl thought of the less fortu- 
nate little Carvers. They'll be wild 
about that tree—Judy didn’t forget 
one thing a child might want—let 
alone six of them.” 


Then there was nothing to do but 
wait for Midnight Mass and the 
coming of Judy. She'd be there to 
sing the Gloria. She had promised 
Father Carroll, and he would delay 
Mass a bit, if she wired she might 
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be a little late—but she’d be on time 
—sure, she’d be on time. 

“T wonder what she’s doing now,” 
said the Spartan lighting his pipe. 

“LAUGHING, IS MY GUESS,” SAID 
LittLe MoTHer. 

"A safe guess, that,” the Spar- 
tan’s fond laughter rumbled. ‘What 
else would the child be doing but 
laughing, and she all ready to fly 
to those who love her?” 

What else? It was well they 
couldn’t see their Judy standing 
with her back to the door in the 
director’s office, hear- 
ing his plans for a 
great Christmas party 
in his luxurious apart- 
ment at which she was 
scheduled to appear on 
the stroke of twelve 
singing the Gloria! 

“TI have a real crib,” 
the maestro told his 
prima donna never 
noticing her confusion. 
“Had Franz search the 
forest and the heights 
till he got a twisted 
juniper. The cribs at 
home were all formed 
of gnarled trees. You'll 
appreciate these. That’s 
one of the nicest things 
about you, Judy—you 
do appreciate.” 

“There'll be no tree. 
I can’t stand those 
garish things. Ever 
hear of the Urn of 
Fate ?” 

Judy shook her head. 

“It’s old-fashioned— 
and you're going to 
have the thrill of your 
young life. How old 
are you now, Judy? 
Twenty-ome ? Gosh, but 
you're getting old!” 

“But will our guests 
have a treat. I’m keep- 
ing you hidden. With the first 
note of the midnight chimes you'll 
lift that beautiful voice of yours in 
the Gloria—breathlessly you’!] sing, 
as if running, and you'll finish at 
the Crib.” 

The scene was one to quicken the 
pulse of an actress. Judy’s eyes 
were like stars. 

“Ever hear anything like it?” 
The director was eager for her 
praise. 

_ “But, I can’t,” Judy shook her 
head sadly. “I’m flying home after 


the last act. You know I always 
sing the Gloria at Midnight Mass in 
our church down home. Remember 
last Christmas ?” 

“That's where I found you. Of 
course. I’d like to—I’ll tell you 
what I'll do: I'll drive you down 
after the party. We'll be there in 
time for the five o’clock Mass. 
There will be people at my party 
worth knowing, Judy. Oh, Baby 
Prima Donna, will you stampede 
that party!” 

“Gretta could... .” 


. . « Judy took her place at their feet where she could reach for 
their hands. . . 


“Gretta could Not. If you knew 
who our guests will be you wouldn’t 
suggest an understudy.” His tone 
was ugly. His face a thunder- 
cloud. Judy could hardly believe 
it was the kindly director. 

“Don’t you think, Judy,” he went 
on after an ominous silence, “that 
after all the things I have done for 
you this last year—yes, I know how 
that sounds, but it should be taken 
into consideration, don’t you think ?” 

“You know my mother and 
father,” she tried to argue, but 
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couldn’t keep her voice from trem- 
bling. 

The director sighed and rested 
his head on his hand, his attitude 
one of boredom and _ indulgence. 
Judy was very dear to him—so 
unspoiled. 

“I grant it all,” he continued 
when Judy failed to state her case, 
“but if it’s a matter of making life 
easy for your parents who have 
worked so hard to give you your 
chance, surely you can look far 
enough ahead to see what this af- 

fair tonight will mean. 
Anyway, you've done a 
lot for them in this one 
year. They’d urge you 
to look to your future 
if you gave them a 
chance to be heard. I’m 
sure they would. Why 
not call them up?” 

Judy tried to make 
him understand that 
she just couldn’t be 
away from her dear 
ones on Christmas Eve 
—they were aging so 
fast. It frightened her 
to see the difference— 
their slowing up—each 
time she went home. 

When she finished, 
the director looked at 
her coldly. 

“You can go home, if 
you like, of course, 
but if you walk out on 
me, you’re through.” 

“Oh,” Judy gasped. 
“You mean you would 
not want me any 
more ?” 


“JUST THAT.” 


The prima donna 
stood speechless. She 
wanted to tell him how 
sorry she was to dis- 
appoint him—assure him that she 
did appreciate the marvelous things 
he had done for her, but before 
she could frame her speech he was 
dialing for a number. 

“That’s all,” he flung the dis- 
missal over his shoulder. 

“Just like that,” she related the 
incident to Dan and Myra. “Dis- 
honorably discharged.” Dan and 
Myra weren't speechless! “Have 
you made arrangements for my 
plane, Dan,” Judy broke in on their 
expressions of indignation. 
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“He'll think it over,” Myra 
slipped a comforting arm about her 
friend. 

“Yeah, when he sobers up,” said 
Dan. “But, Judy, Honey, you're 
flying with the best pilot in the 
world tonight and a taxi will be 
waiting to whisk you over to the 
wee church. Say a prayer for the 
O’Rourkes tonight, Judy—no prayer 
of yours would go unanswered 
when you’ve make this sac...” 

“Listen, Dan,” Judy shook his 
arm childishly, “I’ll say the prayer, 
of course, for it isn’t humanly pos- 
sible to forget my best friends, but 
honest, please understand that this 
is no sacrifice. I want to go home— 
I couldn’t do anything else. It 
doesn’t hurt a bit to give up— 
everything. Only,” she stopped 
and sighed, “I’m sorry the maestro 
is disappointed in me—after all 
he’s been...” 

“Please don’t say it, Judy,” Dan 
begged her, striking that famous 
pose of his that never failed to 
“bring down the house”. “If you 
get to feeling sorry for that bird, 
just remember all the money and 
fame you've brought him in return. 
He hasn’t befriended you because 
he wanted to help you, you know.” 

“Go on out of here and let me 
dress,” Judy threatened him, half 
exasperated. He went laughing. 
Myra stayed until she had to go 
about her own dressing. “Careers 
are like that, Judy,” she held her 
close for a moment, and then ran to 
her own dressing room where tears 
had their way for one brief 
moment. 

After the last curtain Dan was 
waiting. “Sprint,” he ordered. 
“Myra will wait in the taxi. I'll get 
your bags.” It didn’t take long to 
close the career that had thrilled 
little Judy. Didn’t hurt, either, but 
she couldn’t make others believe it, 
so she let it go. It did hurt though 
that the director didn’t even say 
good-bye, 

“He'll be sitting on your door- 
Step when you open the door day 
after Christmas,” Dan said, “beg- 
ging you to remember that he wasn’t 
—oh, you know, quite himself—too 
much celebrating.” 

“He'll find himself swept into 
the deepest drift I can find,” Judy 
laughed. 

They all laughed—did a lot of 
laughing. Dan and Myra stood by 
while Judy was strapped in. “No 


danger of her falling out,” Dan 
remarked. They clung to each other 
once more, then the bird shivered, 
took a little run, and soared. Judy's 
scarf came floating down to Dan 
and Myra, and Judy was on her 
way home. “Happy Landing,” 
they called after her, knowing well 
she couldn’t hear. 

The taxi was waiting. It was a 
little slower than the plane but Judy 
was on time. She stepped into the 
little church and dropped on her 
knees just inside the door—both 
knees. Judy was never an ingrate. 
Her “Thank You” said to the Holy 
Family, she let her misty eyes 
dwell a second on Little Mother and 
the Spartan’s backs. Little Mother’s 
not so erect, but the Spartan’s as 
soldierly as ever. Then she took 
her place in the choir loft. Young 
David Gannon flashed the word to 
Father Carroll, and all was Christ- 
massy—Great Joy. 

When Judy’s voice was lifted in 
the Gioria Little Mother turned her 
happy face to the Spartan. His 
smile met hers. Judy's voice took 
on volume — “Gioria” — soared in 
exaltation, poised, eddied in won- 
derment, burst forth to loftier 
heights—loftiest heights— 


“Gioria IN Excetsis Deo”. 


And just as in other years that 
voice of Judy’s became the guiding 
hand that led stumbling feet 
through worldly obstacles back to 
Bethlehem. No urn of fate there 
in which to grope for gifts. The 
greatest gift the world had ever 
known, could ever know, cradled 
in His mother’s arms, waited for 
them—with kindly Joseph watching 
over. 

Then home. The house was 
alight with Christmas joy. Balto 
coming out of his warm house to 
greet his folks heard Judy’s voice 
and in his exuberance deposited 
her in the snowdrift that would 
make such a good landing place for 
someone coming to make his peace 
thought Judy of that snowdrift as 
she came out of it with the gay 
help of Little Mother and Spartan. 
Inside, Tim, the Tiger cat, got up 
leisurely, blinked, humped his back, 
and started to yawn, but changed 
to a purr when he found himself 
snatched up unceremoniously and 
cuddled to Judy’s cheek. ; 

Never was there so much merri- 
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ment over the lighting of the yule 
log. Judy sang one of Liam 
Clancy’s lilting verses. Then the 
three who had chafed under the 
long separation drew up chairs and 
sat them down for confidences. 

“You'll have the whole day with 
us, won’t you, dear?” Little Mother 
asked. You won't go back till the 
day after, of course?” 

“Wait till I make a pot of 
chocolate and look in the cooky jar, 
and I'll tell you a story—a Christ- 
mas story.” There was something 
like timidity in Judy’s eyes. The 
Spartan and Little Mother were dis- 
turbed. It took so little to disturb 
them where Judy was concerned. 

“Now,” said the bearer of the 
tray. The Spartan sprang to whisk 
the table near. Judy poured the 
chocolate and took her place at 
their feet where she could reach for 
their hands when she _ needed 
strength to go on. 

“Oh, God help us!” Little Mother 
was shocked. The Spartan looked 
stern. But like Dan and Myra they 
thought to comfort her with the as- 
surance that when the good man 
was himself again he'd be down 
making overtures. 

“But, dears,” Judy’s voice was 
shy. “I don’t want to go back, ever. 
I can get radio work over at the new 
station... .” 

“And stay home with us?” Little 
Mother set her cup down and took 
her baby in her arms, too overcome 
for speech. 

The Spartan’s voice was husky 
when he spoke. “You sounded 
apologetic, daughter — surely you 
don't have to apologize to your...” 

They were in a huddle jeopardiz- 
ing the expensive chocolate set—a 
present from the director, no less. 
“Let me get this out of the way,” 
Judy turned on the set crossly, “and 
I'll tell you all about it.” 

“I'm wasting my talents in the 
city—no, honest, I mean it. I want 
to sing to shut-ins, to the new babies 
that come to our little section of the 
world—all the babies within reach 
of the radio. I want to sing 
‘OQ, Promise Me’ at all our weddings 
here—among our loved ones. I want 
to live where it is clean and decent. 
It’s cowardly, I know—but, I admit 
it—I’m afraid away from home— 
away from my...” her voice broke 
and they crooned over her to their 

(Continued on page 383) 
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BOOKS WE RECOMMEND 


THROUGH 
CHRIST. 
one of the most inspiring books ever 
written. 

A book that should be kept within 
easy reach and consulted daily, to 


THE YEAR WITH 
This book has been called 


inspire you in your efforts, to 
strengthen your joys, and to console 
you in adversity. 

“If ever a book 
told the secrets and mysteries of the 


human 


A critic has said: 


heart with its longings and 
needs, it is this marvelous book.” 

A helpful, inspiring, and stimulat- 
ing book for young and old. A gift 
that will last a lifetime. 

One 
beautifully 


hundred twenty-six pages, 
blue flexible 
fabrikoid, title stamped in gold let- 


ters. Size 4%4x64. Price $1.00. 


THE STORY OF THE IRISH RACE 
By Seumas MacManus. Large. 720 
pages, illustrated, fine gold-stamped 
binding. Price, $3.00. In more than 
22,000 homes this MacManus Classic 
now occupies a place of honor. Read 
it and discover all the romance, 
tragedy, poetry and pathos that dis- 
tinguish the Green  Isle’s 
ordinary story. 


AWAKENING AND WHAT FOL- 
LOWED: An autobiography and 
defense of the author’s conversion to 
Catholicism, by James Kent Stone, 
Cats Oe MANOR inc cc cicaree . $1.50 

WONDER WORKER OF PADUA: 
The genuine charm of St. Anthony 
delineated, by Charles Warren Stod- 
dard, 193 pages 


bound in 


extra- 


JUST STORIES—Sparkling and witty 
stories of Irish life. By Gertrude 
M. O'Reilly 


THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSE- 
HOLD—A moving novel of family 


life by the French author, 
Rene Bazin 


famous 


Address Orders to: 
THE GRAYMOOR PRESS 
Peekskill, N. Y. 
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O Blessed Mass! At once assisting the 
Living and the Dead and Beneficial 
for Time and Eternity. 

—St. Leonard of Port Maurice. 


Necrology 


We commend to the prayers ot 
our Readers the souls of the faith- 
ful departed and particularly the 
deceased Subscribers and their near 
Relatives whose deaths have been 
reported to us during the last 
month. For them collectively a 
Set of Thirty Masses will be said 
by a Foreign Missionary Priest. 
The number Thirty has _ been 
chosen because the custom of say- 
ing this number of Masses for the 
repose of a single soul is very 
ancient, being commonly known by 
the name of Gregorian Masses. 
Since these have proved so effica- 
cious for the individual, a set of 
Thirty Masses said on thirty con- 
secutive days must also prove effi- 
cacious, although the number of 
souls prayed for be many, for the 
power of the Holy Sacrifice is 
unlimited. 
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A Lasting Remembrance 





The Catholic Church has set aside the Month of November in a special manner for Remembrance of the 
Souls of our Beloved Dead. It stresses to us the definite obligation of charity on our part to pray for the | 
Departed and to bring this lesson of charity more forcibly to our minds November 2, has been designated | 

All Souls’ Day.” | 

All the faithful departed are remembered in the Masses on that day and as evidence of the great charity | 
of the Church for these souls every Priest is permitted to say Three Masses on that day 

November, however, has but thirty days and All Souls’ Day is observed but once a year and unhappily 
many of us, due to the stress of work-a-day life fail to keep up this remembrance of our dead at other times 
throughout the year. 

This neglect can easily be remedied by taking advantage of the opportunity offered by the Union-That 
Nothing-Be-Lost, Graymoor’s Missionary Association, of having your Beloved Dead enrolled as Perpetual Mem | 
bers in its Purgatorial Branch. They will share in more than Three Thousand Masses annually in addition 
to the prayers and good works of the members of the Society of the Atonement | 

Individual Memberships for the deceased are available at $5.00 and the deceased members of an entire | 
family may be enrolled for $25.00. 

A Certificate of Enrollment will be sent to the fam ly of the deceased | 


Make Provision While Still Alive for the Gregorian Masses To Be Said 
Immediately After Your Death 


Less than a year ago, acting on the suggestion of a benefactor in California, we made the 





whereby those desiring to have a set of Gregorian Masses said after their death could do so by 
sion for them while still living 

A certificate is issued on receipt of the stipend for the Masses and is sent to you im a frame At the 
f your death a relative or a friend sends the certificate back to Graymoor and immediately upon 
he Masses are scheduled 


For further information address 


FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE ATONEMENT 
Graymoor, Garrison, N. Y. 


A FACSIMILE OF THE FRAMED CERTIFICATE AND NOTIFICATION 
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The Largest Endowment Fund ever established for religious, charitable and philanthropic purposes in the 

orld, as tar as we are aware, ws the Rockefeller Foundation, aggregating five hundred milhons at the ume John 

1). Rocketeller died The knowledge of this stupendo is endowment inspired the question — WHY NOT 
ESTABLISH A ROCK-OF-PETER FOUNDATION? 
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THE ROCK-OF-PETER FOUNDATION 


Grayvmoor, Garrison, N.Y 
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